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Chad 


Two Opposition P..rties Denounce Security Measures 
AB2002220092 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 20 Feb 92 


[Text] Two Chadian opposition parties are against the secu- 
rity measures taken recently by the government. The Move- 
ment for Renewal and the Chadian Action for Unity, 
grouped under the Rally for Democracy, have denounced the 
measures, which consist of demilitarizing Ndjamena. These 
two CDposition parties also appeal to those whom they call 
the forces of progress [as heard] to topple Chadian institu- 
tions. 


It should be recalled that the Chadian Government has 
taken a number of measures to fight the insecurity in 
Ndjamena following the assassination on 16 February of 
Joseph Behidi, vice chairman of the Chadian Human 
Rights League 


Sull on Chad, tension will be very high in the coming 
hours, considering the recent threats by the Western 
Armed Forces, the 3d Army of the Chadian National 
Liberation Front, an opposition group, because it has 
announced that it will soon attack the regular Army in 
the Lake Chad region. 


Six Armed Men Attack Ndjamena Police Station 


AB2102110592 Paris AFP in Engtish 1034 GMT 
21 Feb 92 


[Text] Ndjamena, Feb 21 (AFP)}—Six armed men attacked a 
police station in the Chadian capital early Fniday, disarming 
the police and killing several people, including civihans, the 
Interior and Security Ministry stated. 


Sustained automatic weapons fire lasted for several hours in 
the south of Ndjamena, where the police station near 
Chagoua bridge was attacked at 3:30 A.M. (0230 GMT). 


4 woman and her children were among the dead, the 
ministry said in a broadcast statement. 


It called on Chadians to “remain calm” and return to 
their normal occupations, but most people were still 
home hours later 


The ministry said the situation in the capital had been 
“brought under control”. Radio staff were ordered not to 
stop broadcasting between mid-morning and noon, as 
usually happens. 


The number of casualties was not made clear. 


Wiinesses said the gunfire lasted for several hours and 
troops were seen moving from a military camp in the 
town centre towards the southern outskirts and the 
Chagoua bridge over the Char River 
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A general strike called by the opposition has been going 
on for the past three days in protest against growing lack 
of security in the capital and the killing by two gunmen 
last Saturday [15 February] of Joseph Behidi, vice- 
president of the Chadian Human Rights League. 


On Tuesday [18 February} the government announced a 
series of measures to disarm residents of the city, 
including a ban ov carrying weapons and the transfer of 
military barracks outside the city. 


Violent crime has been rife in Ndjamena, where 
numerous firearms have been available since the rebel- 
hon in which Idmss Deby toppled Hissein Habre in 
December 1990, to become president. 


Rights League Says Attack ‘Orchestrated’ 


LD2102143192 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 21 Feb 92 


[Excerpts] [Announcer] The Government of Chad claims it 
has the situation under control this morning. A few hours 
earlier, automatic and heavy weapons fire could be heard in 
Ndjamena. A group of unidentified people attacked a police 
headquarters in a southern part of the town. Casualties are 
reported. The opposition and humanitarian circles speak of 
a put-up job. Assane Diop: 


[Diop] Officially, the death toll is three: one policeman and 
two civilians. Reliable sources claim the toll 1s lower with 
only one dead. a policeman killed by attackers who then 
seized weapons from the barracks. [passage omitted] 


[Announcer] Assane, only a few minutes ago you managed 
to telephone Enoch Dyondang, president of the Chadian 
Human Rights League. He also downgrades the attack: 


[Begin recording] [Djondang) There is no trace of 
fighting throughout the area concerned. The police sta- 
tion 18 Open normally and the market nearby is very 
active and busy. We saw heavy weapons fire from three 
o'clock this morning uat:! sunmse which had nothing to 
do with the so-called attack. 


[Diop] In your view it is a put-up job? 


[Djyondang] For a few days now we have been witnessing a 
huge orchestrated campaign armed at making pecple believe 
in a southern plot. They try to substantiate this hypothesis 
and to find scapegoats. As you saw during the events of 13 
October, do not be surprised if you hear in the coming hours 
and during the weekend that dozens and dozens of people 
have lost their lives, particularly from southern circles. [end 
recording] 


[Announcer] That was the president of the Chadian 
Human Rights League. | add that our correspondent in 
Ndjamena Sossene Gardou tells us just now that, 
according to the emergency service of the Ndjamena 
hospital, this morning's incidents resulted in two people 
killed, most likely soldiers, and seven injured, among 
them three soldiers. 
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Ethiopia 


Meles Zenawi, Alewerki Attend Mekele Festival 


E.41902162092 Addis Abaha Voice of Ethiopia 
Network in Amharic 1700 GMT 18 Feb 92 


[Excerpt] The town of Mekele is preparing for the | 7th 
anniversary celebrations of the beginning of Tigray Peo- 
ple’s Liberation rront’s armed struggle. President Meles 
Zenawi has arrived in Mekele to take part in the cele- 
brations which will be held tomorrow. In addition, 
representatives of various political organ.zations and 
nationals of the region from home and abroad have 
arrived in Mekele. 


A high level delegation, led by Mr. Isayas Afewerk:, 
secretary general of the Provisional Eritrean Govern- 
ment, has also arrived in Mekele. [passage omitted] 


Kenya 


Japan Provides Loan for Five New Transmitters 


FA2002184992 Nairobi KNA in Enelish 1753 GMI 
is Feb > 


[Excerpt] Nairobi, 18 Feb (KNA}—The government has 
acquired a 2.38 billion Kenyan shillings loan from Japan 
to modernize, upgrade and establish new five KBC 
[Kenya Broadcasting Corporation] transmitter stations, 
the Minister for Information and Broadcasting Mr 
Burud: Nabwera has disclosed. 


He said the loan 1s granted a 10-year grace period and will be 
repaid at the rate of two and half percent interest. The 
minister, who was commissioning a 10 kilowatt television 
transmitter facility at Limuru today, said it was the priority 
of the government to ensure that all corners of the Republic 
receive radio and TV broadcasts without hindrance. The 
transmitters are planned for Nyen [north of Nairobi], 
Timboroa [in Rift Valley}, Nyamben: [eastern Kenya] and 
Mazesas [near Mombasa} 


Mr. Nabwera directed the Kenya Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion management to deal directly with advertisers 
instead of relying [on] middlemen who he said were 
exploiting the corporation. [passage omitted] 


Ngong Residents Claim FORD ‘Provoked’ Clashes 


EA2002218092 Nairobi KTN Television in Enelish 
1600 GMT 20 Feb 92 


[Excerpts] Ngong town residents today refuted press 
reports that the fracas in the town yesterday, in which 
several people were injured, was due to pre-arranged 
plans to intimidate FORD [Forum for the Restoration of 
Democracy] supporters and officials who wanted to open 
a FORD office in the town 


A group of residents led by Johnson Mutho: told KTN ut 
was the FORD supporters who provoked the town 
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residents by hitting one of them for refusing to acknow!- 
edge a FORD salute. They said they had no objection to 
FORD or any other registered party opening a branch in 
Ngong town, but that should be done without intim:- 
dating those who support KANU [Kenyan Afncan 
National Union—ruling party]. 


[Begin recording] [Johnson Muthoi, in Swahili] The 
truth of the matter 1s that yesterday, FORD supporters in 
a convoy of 13 vehicles and a lorry with their headlights 
on stormed Ngong town shouting antigovernment slo- 
gans. Being a market day, the shouting naturally 
attracted a lot of people. FORD supporters started 
pelting with stones anybody who did not show the 
two-finger salute. As it would be expected, the people 
who were caught unawares started running away from 
the scene, hence causing commotion. The insinuation 
that there was a plan to disrupt the FORD function 1s 
therefore unfounded. Indeed, as it 1s characteristic of 
FORD followers, they set upon anybody who did not 
respond to their slogans and flash their sign 


We would therefore like to categorically denounce the 
newspaper reports which depictea Ngong people as 
unruly and that what happened was planned and this 1s 
all hes. FORD must realize that their strength will hie in 
'’ 2 support of the local [people] and not by transporting 
supporters from Kisumu and Nairobi. The 14 vehicles 
convoy consisted of people from outside the Kajado 
district. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


FORD interim vice chairman for Kajiado north, Oliver 
Ole Seki, blamed the incident on the imability by the 
administration to handle the situation. 


{Begin recording] [Ole Seki] Candidate for the next 
general elections to oppose Professor George Saiton 
[sentence as received] | strongly condemned the 
behavior in which the administration, the councilor and 
the district officer of Ngong jointly transported people 
from (Weso) and the northern part of Narok and poured 
them in Ngong to come and cause chaos. They totally 
destroyed the FORD office by painting “KANU Juu” 
[Up with KANU] and rubbing [out] the word FORD 
And they broke the tables, desks, chairs, and also they 
stole a few ticket books from FORD. | really condemn 
[this] and I would like the government to try and actually 
replace the district officer of this area and give us a new 
district officer who will be able to understand and cope 
with the situation at Ngong. [end recording] 


Tanzania 


CCM National Congress Adopts Multiparty System 


F£.42002141892 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1557 GMT 19 Feb 92 


[Live relay of the Revolutionary Party national confer- 
ence held in Diamond Jubilee Hall in Dar es Salaam] 
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{Excerpts} [Announcer] Now the assistant secretary gen- 
eral of the party goes up to the platform. Let us hear what 
he has to say. 


{Moses Mnawiye] Brother chairman, brother delegates 
to the extraordinary party congress of 1992, since the 
purpose of this congress was pluralism, what follows now 
is a recommendation to amend a section of the consti- 
tution of the Revolutionary Party [CCM]. The amend- 
ment will make the introduction of plur?tism legal. 


We, therefore, recommend the amendment of the sec- 
tion of the party's constitution which reads as follows: 
The party’s name 1s the Revolutionary Party, in short 
CCM. and shall be the sole party with final authority on 
all issues in accordance with the constitution. However, 
the party's extraordinary congress resolution which 
endorsed the introduction of many parties in the country 
imiplies that the CCM is no longer a single party with 
final authority. In order to implement that resolution, 
the first step is for this congress to amend Section | of 
the party's constitution, by deleting the following words: 
That it shall be the sole party with final authority in 
issues in accordance with the constitution. 


After that amendment, that section of the party's constitu- 
tion will read as follows: The name of the party shall be the 
Revolutionary Party, in short CCM. The party's extraordi- 
nary conierence 1s requested to pass that amendment, and 
that amended section shall be effective after the national 
Constitution and laws affected have been amended. Other 
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sections of the constitution affected wiii be amended by the 
National Executive Committee in accordance with the con- 
gress recommendation 


[Announcer] That was the assistant secretary general of 
the party. 


[Mwinyi] We have two tasks ahead of us now. The first 
iS to know the results of the votes and second, to endorse 
or oppose what has just been said. [passage omitted] 


[Announcer] Tanzanians trom the isies and the miuin- 
land have unanimously voted in support of two resolu- 
tions: One, the introduction of many political parties in 
Tanzama, and second, amendments to the party consti- 
tution which made Tanzania a one-party state. Total 
votes from the Zanzibar ‘sles in support of the two 
resolutions amounted to 325, that 1s 100 percent, while 
1,509 mainlanders voted in support of the resolutions, a 
figure also representing a 100 percent vote in support of 
the resolutions presented to the delegates. There were no 
votes opposing the resolutions. [passage omiited] 


lL ganda 


President Museveni Departs on Visit to Libya 
FA2002151692 Kampala Radio l ganda Network 
in Enelish 1400 GMT 19 Feb 92 


[Excerpt] President Yower: Museveni has gone to Libya 
on a short visit at the invitation of the Libyan leader, 
Colonel Mu'ammar Qadhdhafi. During the visit the two 
heads of state will discuss bilateral matters and other 
issues Of mutual interest. [passage omitted] 
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De Klerk Addrecses Parlizment on Referendum 


MB2002141192 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1255 GMT 20 Feb 92 


[Text] Parhament Feb 20 SAPA—A referendum for 
whites on who they wanted to negotiate their constitu- 
tional fut ure would be held soon, the State President, Mr 
F.W de Klerk, said on Thursd. , [20 February]. 


If the voters decided against the continuation of the 
Convention for a Democratic South Africa (Codesa) Mr 
de Klerk and the National Party [NP] government would 
resign paving the way for a whites- only election. 


4 date for the referendum as well as the question to be 
askec would be announced early next week. 


Speaking to a yoint meeting of Parliament, he said parties 
in the other Houses of Parhament, and those outside 
Parliament, should not read into this that it was an 
attempt to introduce a white veto. 


After the result of the Potchefstroom by-election was 
announced last night, the leader of the CP [Conservative 
Party}, Dr Andres Treurnicht, had claimed that the NP 
no longer represented the white nation at Codesa. 


“This is something that must be settled. We necd people 
who can speak with confidence in the negotiating process 
in the knowledge they have the voters of this particular 
House (of Assembly) behind them. 


“It's on the interests of the negotiating process that we 
must settle it.” 


“We need time to sort this problem out as the ANC 
[African National Congress] needec time to sort its 
problems out ... to draw the Labour Party into its front, 
(and) as 1t might need time to sort out its differences with 
the PAC [Pan-Afmcanist Congress].” 


The referendum should take place as soon as possible to 
cause the least disruption of all the other important 
events 


“If | Lose that referendum, I will resign, and you can 
have an election.” 


Mr de Klerk said he had considered holding a general 
election for the House of Assembly, but his task had been 
made easier by a statement from the deputy leader of the 
CP. Dr Ferd: Hartzenberg, that the CP could win a 
referendum 


The election system that SA [South Afnca] had inherited 
from the British did not give equal weight to each vote 


The CP was claiming not that the NP did not represent 
a majority of white seats, but that it did not represent a 
majority of white voters 


He wanted to test this on the basis on one man, one vote 
for whites 
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He wanted to know what percentage of whites would 
trust the CP with their constitutional future and what 
percentage would trust the NP. 


He was convinced that holding a whites-only election 
under the present Constitution would have ar absolutely 
negative effect on the negotiating process. 


“] think it could unleash \:~lence were we to have a 
general election now and ask for a five year mandate... 


“It us in the best interests of SA that we resolve this 
difference between ourselves in a democratic manner.” 


Mr de Klerk said that since the general election of 1989 
the government had made significant progress in car- 
rying Out its mandate tu negotiate a new constitutional 
dispensation which would include all South Afncans. 


A climate hostile to negotiations had been converted to 
one in which negotiations could take place. 


Its aim of getting all the major parties to a multi-party 
conference had been achieved, and apart from the CP 
and the PAC all roleplayers of note were involved. 


Codesa was a forum in which there was no steamroll- 
ering. where agreement was reached between large and 
small, and which met the reasonable aspirations of South 
Afnmcans not to be dominated or oppressed. 


“We have succeeded dramatically in regard to the nego- 
tiating process,” he said. “Where do we stand today? 
Much further than anyone expected or predicted in 
1989." 


SA had progressed miles towards a solution which could 
bring about lasting peace. There was a constructive spint 
and a *noderate and reasonable atmosphere in Codesa, 
mayt» because the CP was not there. 


The NP had put a detailed constitutional plan on the 
table, spelling out its vision of the executive, legislature 
and second tier government, and how weights and coun- 
terbalances had to be built in to avoid domination of 
minorities. 


“The NP can look people in the eye and say there is no 
doubt where it wants to take them,” he said. “I can look 
SA in the eyes today and say what we have achieved 1s a 
mighty breakthrough toward a reasonable solution.” 


The CP on the other hand had merely produced general 
slogans and spelled out absolutc:y no plan. 


“And then when they win an election, they call for 
support for their plan.” 


The CP continually tned to undermine the National 
Party's mandate on constitutional reform and create the 
image that the NP longer spoke for whites 


It used by-election results in an attempt to prove the NP 
could not claim to speak for the majority of whites 
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Mr de Klerk said the NP was not a white party that 
looked after white mghts exclusively. It was available to 
all who supported its policies, as was evidenced by the 
coloured NP members n. the House of Representatives. 
While the NP had become a factor over the whole 
political spectrum, the CP was « factor only in white 
politics and among House of Assembly voters. 


CP propaganda such as Dr Treurnicht’; remark last 
night weakened NP and government eflectiveness in 
negotiations 


“Because it 1s in the interests of the country that nego- 
tuations continue undisturbed, it 1s necessary that we 
bring this matter to a head... 


“I believe the time has come to put to the test this 
proposition that I and the NP do not speak on behalf of 
whites.” 


{t was time that white voters focused on the question of 
whom they wanted to negotiate fo: them on their future. 


“The time has arrived to test whether white voters, 
knowing that the ANC and the SACP [South African 
Communist Party] are sitting there (at Codesa) want this 
process initiated by the NP to continue or not. 


“I believe the best method to handle this key question ts 
a referendum.” 


This referendum should focus on the key issues of 
constitutional questions and negotiations. 


“Such a referendum will be held shortly ... to decide on 
whom white voters wish to entrust with negotiations on 
SA's constitutional future.” 


The NP would fight a clean campaign without any of the 
dirty tricks that the CP had resorted to at Potchefstroom. 


Seeks Referendum Before Mar 


MB2002155792 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1825 GMT 20 Feb 92 


[Text] Cape Town February 19 SAPA—It was hoped to 
hold the referendum to determine where white support 
lay before the end of March, the state president, Mr F.W. 
de Klerk, said at a press conference on Thursday [20 
February]. 


Speaking after he announced the referendum at a joint 
meeting of Parliament, he said Codesa [Convention for a 
Democratic South Africa] Two was planned for the end 
of March 


“I really see a referendum before then,” he said. 


He also said he had no doubt that the NP [National 
Party] would win the referendum. 


“I believe the majority of voters are positively and 
constructively inclined, and when they are asked to give 
judgement on that question | believe it will go well.” 
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He would welcome any constructive suggestions on how 
the question should be formulated. Any party, including 
the CP [Conservative Party]. could submit proposals. 


Mr de Klerk repeated his statement in Parliament that 
the referendum should not be interpreted as giving 
' hites a veto on negotiations. 


“We want to settle a spec fic problem. The CP claims to 
represent the majority of voters in the House of 
Assembly. It's that clarm on which these voters must now 
give a verdict... 


“It’s a question of credibility. If you assume a party loses 
its majority, then there 1s a credibility crisis. 


“We've been accused of not taking the voters into our 
confidence, and people believe this propaganda which | 
believe to be false. It's important for me to be able to 
disprove these allegations. 


“It's a question of honour, of not al/owing a party to get 
away with an image it doesn't deserve, and to influence 
the (negotiation) »»rocess from outside, which the CP is 
dong.” 


CP propaganda had a negative influence on the negoti- 
ating process and played into the hands of militants. 


The government had not taken any decision on whether 
this referendum would replace the one it had promised 
to whites on the outcome of the Codesa negotiations. 


“I wouldn't like to speculate on this issue tll we have 
phrased the question,” he said. 


The referendum would probably have a disruptive effect 
on Codesa, but an attempt would be made to keep this to 
the minimum. This was why he felt the referendum 
should take place quickly, not drawn-out. 


Discussions would be held in the Codesa Working 
Groups to find an arrangement that would not upset the 
applecart but would give sufficient freedom of move- 
ment to those participating in Codesa. 


The thought of a referendum had been on his mind for 
some time before Potchefstroom, but the by-election had 
precipitated it. 


Asked whether the NP would stop going to Codesa if it 
lost the referendum, he said a “no” would confirm a 
reality of which all political leaders would have to take 
note, but it would not stop NP participation in the 
negotiations. 


The LP [Labor Party], NPP [National People’s Party} 
and DP [Democratic Party] were sitting at Codesa as 
minority parties, and the NP wouid remain there even if 
it lost an election. 


Asked if he consulted the ANC before making today’s 
announcement, he said he spoke to the Cabinet and the 
NP Caucus this morning 
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Then, because of the referendum’s effect on Codesa, as 
he started speaking in Pzziiament contact had been made 
with most of the parties at Codesa to inform then: of the 
announcement. 


He did not need the ANC’s assistance to win the refer- 
endum. 


“If two kids have a fight, and if some other kids get 
involved, it might become a mob fight, and that is to be 
avoided.” 


Although he had consulted NP members of the House of 
Representatives, and it was expected that they would be 
drawn into this debate, it was “illogical” to hold a 
referendum among coloureds or voters for the House of 
Delegates, as the CP was absolutely irrelevant to them. 


He hoped the referendum would be dealt with by the 
press as a serious matter. “It 1s really a serious matter. | 
think this 1s an important moment of truth.” 


Discusses Referendum Issues 


4B 2002193092 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 1830 GMT 20 Feb 92 


[Interview with State President F.W. de Klerk by SABC 
political correspondent Lester Venter in the Cape Town 
parliamentary studio—recorded] 


[Text] [Venter] Earlier today I spoke to the state presi- 
dent. Mr. de Klerk, in our parliamentary studio here. I 
asked him what motivated him to call the referendum. 


{De Klerk] Let me firstly say that it is not just the 
Potchefstroom by-election. There has been a swing illus- 
trated by a number of by-elections. On the basis of this it 
was constantly argued that we are losing support and that 
we might reach the point where we no longer have 
majority support amongst that part of the electorate 
which specifically elected the National Party members in 
the °89 by-election. 


Secondly, and what is more important, we are involved 
in negotiations which will change the face of South 
Africa, which will affect the future of every man, woman 
and child. Te be effective in such negotiations as a 
government and as a party, we cannot be tainted, even 
by an impression, however wrong it might be, that we do 
not have a mandate and that we do not represent the 
power base which elected us in the full sense of the word. 
That would affect us, affect our effectiveness. It will 
cause serious problems of credibility. 


I want to succeed on behalf of all South Africans. The 
National Party no longer represents only whites. We're 
an open party but we have a particular situation in the 
House of Assembly, of a party alleging that on the basis 
of results, that we no longer represent that house of 
Parliament as a majority party. I want that to be 
removed in order to improve my effectiveness in the 
negotiations. Those who talk to me, those who negotiate 
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with us as a government must accept and know thai we 
have ti.2 power and the support to implement what we 
agree to. 


[Venter] So this 1s a referendum for whites. Any idea of 
how the other negotiating partners... [Venter changes 
thought] not partners but the other negotiating parties 
present at Codesa [Convention for a Democratic South 
Africa] are going to rez. to a white referendum at this 
delicate stage of proceedings? 


[De Klerk] I hope they won't react negitively, for the 
simple reason that the score, the fight which we want to 
settle in this referendum is a fight in which they are not 
directly involved, in the sense that the CP [Conservative 
Party] is not 4 factor. It has no support outside the white 
population. It would be meaningless to also bring them 
in to, inter alia, reyect a party or a philosophy which they 
in any event reject. It is only amongst the white elec- 
torate that this 1s really an issue and | want to solve this 
issue in a democratic way, being a democrat, and renew 
my mandate so that I can with confidence enter into the 
continued negotiations which will follow 


[Venter] So what sort of a question is it that white voters 
will have to face in this referendum” Is it going to be 
specifically, you asking voters: Do you want me, F.W. de 
Klerk, and my National Party to continue as government 
or are you going to cast it wider? Is it gorng to reflect 
negotiation and the trend of negotiation” 


[De Klerk] The question hasn't been framed and phrased 
yet. It will definitely not be so personalized for the 
simple reason that I would really like also members who 
don't support me personally, or the party personally. but 
who support the direction, who might be supportive for 
instance of other participants in Codesa to also say yes if 
the question requires a yes or a no. The Democratic 
Party for instance has a direct interest. It 1s represented 
in the House of Assembly. It got most of its votes there 
and, therefore, | would like to phrase a question which 
will give direction to what we are doing in Codesa, to the 
direction which we have taken, and I've issued a public 
invitation to anybody who would like to send in sugges- 
tions with regard to how the question should be phrased. 
to do so, please, before the weekend 


[Venter] I see. Mr. de Klerk, you've undertaken to resign 
if the referendum ges against you. Let's talk about the 
consequences of that. 


[De Klerk] I said that if it goes against me I'll resign. the 
government will resign and then there will be in terms of 
the present constitution, an election. That 1s what it 
means. An election which we might then still win. | 
don't, however, expect that 1 will be necessary. I'm 
absolutely confident, not overly so. but I'm confident 
that we will get a majority because what we're doing 1s 
the right thing for South Africa. It 1s the only workable 
alternative. Thess ts no way in which we can against the 
wishes of the overwhelming majority, cut them out of 
South Africa, and that is what partitioning means | 
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belheve whai we are domg, negotiating a new constitu- 
tion which will have wuhin ut checks and balances to 
assure that there won't be suppression, that basic values 
will be maintained, that minorities will be protected 
against the misuse of power, 11 1s the only type of solution 
which can work 


[Venter] Mr. de Klerk, if a white referendum goes against 
you, you're underiaking now to do the democratically 
honorable thing and to resigp from government. Never- 
theless, there is a broader rssue at stake, there will be 
milheas of South Afnicans, not to mention an enormous 
constituency overseas, and I have had the privilege of 
travelling with you to, I think, around about 30 countries 
now, and I know that those people together with those 
milhons of South Afncans ‘nside, might take the view, in 
fact they are very likely to take the view that you do not 
have the moral nght to allow this country to reverse back 
into the vears of apartheid 


[De Klerk] If lam forced to resign by a democratic result 
that doesn't mean that I will disappear from the political 
scene. Nerther will my party. But once again, | really 
beheve n’s speculative 


[Venter] Mr. de Klerk, may I ask you: How do you read 
the mood of the white electorate? Obviously you're 
undertaking on a referendum 1s not unconnected with 
the dramatic result in Potchefstroom yesterday. Is 1 that 
the white South African voter 1s inherently conservative? 
Is it a fear of change that motivates’ What 1s the driving 
force nm vo ‘rT opimon” 


[De Klerk] I think quite a number of factors contribute 
towards the type of result we had in Potchefstroom. | 
think uncertainty about the future, yes. I think also the 
past. almost. [De Klerk changes thought] statements 
which one could even describe at times as irresponsible 
Statements from other participants in the negotiations. | 
think the economic recession makes a contribution, that 
sort of, the things which touch the lives of the ordinary 
voter. all put together results at the moment in a despon- 
dent mood, in a mood of uncertainty. That can only be 
fully rectified by putting results on the table 


The only way to attain results 1s negotiation and what | 
now need 1s. | need my hands to be strengthened, to 
negotiate that type of package which will have the 
capacity to. on a permanent basis, remove the fears. 
remove the underlying causes for this uncertainty and 
bring certainty in its place and a feeling of security in its 
place. That 1s what I'm working for. I'm not working for 
the sell- out of the nghts of any part of our community 


[Venter] I see. and Mr. de Klerk, just on a technical 
point. there has been much talk of a referendum up until 
now and of course the referendum that we are now 
discussing 1s not that which would be the prelude to the 
installation of an interim government, in other words 
the clectorate may wery well be facing two new referen- 
dums in tairly short sequence from one another 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 7 


[De Klerk] That is not impossible. This referendum 1s 
basically not construed to deal with the final product. It 
is construed to get a fresh mandate for negotiation within 
a broad framework. The results, | beheve. of any nego- 
tiation when it comes to fundamental changes to a 
consi7tution, would better be served if it is pul once 
again to a democratic test somehow or another, because 
one needs to be sure, to legitimize alse suc: an agree- 
ment that you have popular support fir 1. However, I 
stated publicly and I want to repeat. only when we phrase 
the question finally, will | be able to say whether this 
referendum might have an influence on our attitude that 
there must at a later stage also be a further referendum, 
but my leaning 1s towards, yes, there will have to be a 
second referendum 


[Venter] Mr. de Klerk, thank you very much 


Officials React to de Klerk’s Referendum Proposal 


NP Officiai Supports Decis‘en 
MB.£002163092 London BBC World Service in Enelish 
ISIS GMT 20 Feb 92 


[Interview with National Party Spokesman Stoffel van 
der Merwe by BBC reporter Rashid Meir, place and date 
not given—from the “Focus on Africa” program) 


[Text] There 1s no doubt that the result of the Potchet- 
stroom by-election is a blow to President de Kierk, the 
National Party, and the program of reforms The presi- 
dent has now said that he will set a date fo: the white 
referendum on reform next week and has threatened 
that, if it goes against him. he will resign and call a 
general election 


On the line, Rashid Meir asked National Party 
spokesman Stoffel van der Merwe if President de Klerk 
was now running scared 


[Begin recording} [Van der Merwe} No. he 1s not running 
scared at all. What 1s at issue here 1s that doubts are being 
raised about whether he represents the voters of the 
House of Assembly or not, and this 1s a crucial question 
in order to enable him to continue with the negotiations 
and with reforms. Without that power base. he will not 
be able to do so. So, the fact that this question is berng 
pul increasingly in the wake of a series of by-clection 
setbacks. made it necessary for him to go back and 
reaffirm his mandate 


[Meir] But this 1s a very serious step and indeed Presi- 
dent de Kic’k could be scuttling the whole of the reform 
program by the announcement of a referendum 


[Van der Merwe] Oh. | do not sce why he should be 
scutthng the «hole reform program to do so. It 1s 
indeed. a serious matter If Mr de Klerk does not have 
the support of the majority of people im the House of 
Assembly. then he 1s operating under false pretences and 
therefore 1 1s absolutely necessary to have no dou 
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whatsoever about the mandate which he has from his 
power base and therefore it 1s absolutely essential 


[Me.r! Now President ce Klerk had said that he was 
committed to reform. Because of that, he got a lot of 
support from the international comunity. Don't you 
think he wil! be threatening that support as well? 


[Van der Merwe] ‘ do not see why ut should because Mr. de 
Kierk 1s as committed to reform as he ever was. In fact, the 
reason why he ts calling this refererdum is specifically 
hecause of his continued commitment to reform. So, I do 
not see why that matter should arise at all 


{Meir} But don’t you think the international backers are 
going to feel that South Africa 1s no longer on (?target) 
Nobody knows what seems to be going on. Nobody 1s in 
control 


[Van der Merwe] No, that 1s very far removed from the 
truth. It 1s not a question... [Van der Merwe changes 
thought] That 1s absolutely way out of line because Mr 
de Klerk and the National Party remain committed to 
the reform process, remain committed also to governing 
the country while this process 1s going on but, in order to 
do so effectively, we just have to clear the air. This ts 
nothing new in politics. As democratic people, the 
British, and the Americans, and the Europeans should 
understand. [end recording] 


AZAPO ‘Not Surprised’ by Announcement 


VB2002143792 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 
1406 GMT 20 Feb 92 


[Tcat] Pietersburg Feb 20 SAPA—The Azanian People’s 
Organisation [AZAPO] on Thursday [20 February] said 
it was not suprised by Presiden: F.W. de Klerk’s 
announcement of a whites-only referendum to test sup- 
port tor the negotiation process 


In a Statement in Pietersburg, the organisation's Secre- 
tary General Don Nkadimeng said Mr de Klerk was 
merely intent on handing over the repression of black 
people “to his brothers in the CP [Conservative Party]” 


This will suit the NP [National Party’ perfectly because 
as a result of internal and internationa: pressure, the NP 
has irrevocably committed itself to something less than 
direct oppression as advocated by the CP.” 


Mr Nkadimeng charged that Mr de Klerk had called the 
referendum with the full knowledge that the majority of 
whites will vote for the continuation of the status quo 


PAC Rejects ‘White Referendum’ 


VB2002 160292 Johanneshbure SAF A in Enelish 
S22 GMT OD Feh 92 


[SAPA PR Wire Service issued by: Pan Afnecanist Con- 
gress (PAC) of Azama, 20 February 1992] 
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[Text] One of the fundamental objections of the PAC 
[Pan-Afmcanist Congress] against the present regime 1s 
white racist domination 


De Klerk said in his announcement that he seeks to hold 
an all white referendum clearly characterises him and his 
pai., as white supremacists who believe that our seciety 
can be t.ansformed into 2 democracy only if the white 
minority approves of it. His indication that he would 
resign, something about which we in the PAC would not 
mourn, again shows that De Klerk has no regard for the 
vast majority of African people in this country who seek 
and suppor! democratic majority rule 


We .ejyect an all white referendum on any issues that 
affect all our people 


The need for a referendum whilst Codesa [Convention 
tor a Democratic South Africa] 1s in progress 1s a clear 
admission by Mr de Klerk of the ineffectiveness of 
Codesa. De Klerk’s calling of a referendim unuilateraly 
nullifies Codesa 


{Signed} Mrs Patricia de Lille Secretary for Foreign Affairs 


ANC ‘Allarmed’ by Announcement 


VW B2002174692 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 
1729 GMT 20 Feb 92 


[SAPA PR Wire Service issued by Afnmcan National Con- 
gress [ANC]: African National Congress, Department of 
Information and Publicity, 20 February, 1992: “Response 
of the ANC, COSATU [Congress of South African Trade 
Unions] and the SACP [South Afncan Communist Party] to 
the proposed all-white referendum” ] 


[Text] In the course of a meeting of the tri-partite 
alliance of the ANC [Afmcan National Congress], 
COSATU [Congress of South Afncan Trade Unions] 
and the SACP [South Afncan Communist Party] led by 
Nelson Mandela, John Gomomo and Chris Hani respec- 
tively, we received news of President de Klerk’s decision 
to hold a referendum for the white community 


We are of the firm view that this reflects the crisis of the 
apartheid establishment and underlines the need to 
move as speedily as possible to a democratic society 


The ANC, COSATU and SACP reject the notion of 
racial and ethnic referenda, and any exercise aimed at 
giving whites a veto over the future of our country. The 
prerogative to decided [as received] on the fate of 
negotiations resides with all the people of our country, 
and we are convinced that the overwhelming majority of 
South Afncans support a peaceful and negotiated reso- 
lutron of South Afnca’s problems 


A whites-only referendum 1s not only the hallmark of 
racism but also has the effect of delaying movement 
towards peace and justice for all our people. We are 
alarmed at President de Kierk’s suggestion that there 
might be at least three referenda before a final constitu- 
tion comes into place 
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As we have underline in the past, the -upport of various 
parties in actual negotiations will be gauged in elections 
to a constituent assembly which will be charged with the 
task of drawing up a new constitution. 


Issued by: Department of Informationand Pvblicty 


ANC Official ‘Rejects’ Proposal 
MB2002181092 London BBC World Service in Enelish 
1708 GMT 20 Feb 92 


{Interview with Gill Marcus, spopkesperson of the 
African National Congress, ANC, by Rashid Meir, place, 
date not given—from the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{Text} South Afnncan President de Klerk has announced that 
he 1s going to hold a referendum. The ANC [Afncan 
National Congress] has been a press conference about 11 all. 
On the line. 2 >shit Meir asked Gill Marcus, of the ANC, 


how thev the referendum announcement 

[Begin rding' [Murcus) Well, we feel that this reflects 
the cris.” the a cartheid establishment and underlines 
the urgea, Sily 10 move as speedily as possible to a 


democratic society. The ANC rejects absolutely the 
notion of racial and ethnic referenda. We also reject any 
exercise that aims at giving whites a veto over the future 
of our country 


[Meir] But, at the same time, this announcement cer- 
tainly throws into jeopardy the whole of the program of 
reform. 


[Marcus] That is precisely why we reject it. We are saying 
that a white-only referendum is not only the hallmark of 
racism, but it also has the effect of delaying the move- 
ment toward peace and justice for a!l our people, and we 
are convinced that the overwhelming majority of South 
Afncans support a peaceful and negotiated resolution, 
and it is a prerogrative of all the people to decide on the 
fate of negotiation. 


[Meir] But now President de Klerk has also said he 
woulu resign, he would call a new general election. How 
would the ANC fare, if that was the situation” 


{Marcus} Well, I think that that has to wait and see. | 
think that the important thing for us is, in fact, to look at 
why this is happening and the fact that the process in fact 
suggestec that there might be at least three referenda 
before a final constitution comes into place. This 1s also 
cause for alarm, so that obviously the situation 1s very 
volatile, we think. and as | want to repeat, is that the only 
way to answer the country's problems 1s to move forward 
rapidly and not get bogged down into [word indistinct]. 


[Meir] Now, the ANC has taken several measures in 
good faith like, for instance, abolishing, or getting nd of 
the cultural boycott, getting nd of a lot oi the sanctions 
that are on South Afnica, particularly sporting sanctions 
Do you think you were acting in haste” 
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{Marcus} No, | think that that again would be an 
incorrect process. The ANC has stated all the tame that, 
as things stand, we don't have a vote, and that 1s why the 
phased lifting of sanctions, if you look at the UN 
resolution, and the ANC’s conference resolutions of July 
last year, we said that people-to-people sanctions, like 
with the relations of people of the world with the people 
of South Africa, should be lifted immediately, but it is 
only when you actually have an installed interim govern- 
ment, that is, an interim government that 1s in place, by 
whatever the mechanisms are that are determined by the 
people of this country, it is only at that point that you can 
lift financial and other sanctions, and that is why we 
have been consistent in our statements tha: it is prema- 
ture to lift those cnes of sanctions. Pressure needs to be 
maintained as to ensure that the process 1s able to be 
completed. (7It) « noi us “who have said that sanctions 
should be lifted. It is, in fact, the Western governments 
that have disregarded our appeals, repeated appeals to 
say sanctions must remain in place, and these are essen- 
tial to maintain the progress forward. [end recording} 


Transkei Leader Questions Decision 


MB2002190892 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 
1855 GMT 20 Feb 92 


[Text] Umtata Feb 20 SAPA—President F.W_ de Kierk’s 
announcement of a referendum ~vas an atiempt to black- 
mail Codesa [Convention for 4 Democratic South 
Afnca] into acquiescing to the National Party's const- 
tutional proposals, Transkeian leader Maj-Gen Bantu 
Holomisa said on Thur“. '20 February} 


Stating that Mr de Kier. #<. intentionally putting South 
Afncans in a “state of stunned confusion”, Gen Holomisa 
said the announcement “borders on brinksmanship” 


“The loss of a byelection is no indicator of the governing 
party's waning support among whites. There are many 
variables at play in such elections,” he sand 


“It was a calculat~d bid to either buy ime for the 
nationalists tc regroup or restrategise for the negotiating 
process.” 


According to Gen Holomisa Mr de Klerk sought and 
obtained a mandate to negotiate new constitutiona) 
arrangements for South Africa in the 1989 general elec- 
tion. “That mandate expires in September 1994.” 


Mr de Klerk should have referred the matter to ( odesa 
before announcing a whites’ only referendum 1! he ‘>it that 
the CP [Conservative Party] was eroding his cons) ooncy 


“This abrupt decision calls his commitmen! aceful 
resolution of our conflict and the amicable settiement of 
our rival claims to question 


“Whether Mr de Klerk wins or loses the referendum, 
white voters must know there is no turning back. The 
only alternative is the way forward to a negotiated 
settlement or a bloody civil strife which will leave South 
Africa a wasteland,” Gen Holomuisa said 
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CP, DP, LP Comment 


MB2002160592 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1500 GMT 20 Feb 92 


{Text] In reaction to President de Kierk’s announcement 
the Conservative Party [CP] says it accepts the challenge. 
The CP maintains that De Klerk will not be able to stem 
the tide of, what they call, Afrikaner Nationalism, in its 
opposition to the state president’s current reforms. 


CP leader, Andries Treurnicht, says he will announce 
tomorrow if he'll resign or not if his party loses the 
referendum. 


Meanwhile the Democratic Party’s Denis Worrall has 
described the announcement as a sharp move. He says 
it’s shrewd political maneuvering. 


The Labor Party [LP] has, however, condemned the deci- 
sion. The LP says the government is making it clear that the 
whites will have a veto in constitutional negotiations. 


CP Lists Conditions for Participation 


MB2002192092 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1859 GMT 20 Feb 92 


[Text] Cape Town Feb 20 SAPA—The Conservative 
Party [CP] accepted State President Mr F.W. de Klerk’s 
challenge to a referendum, subject to a number of 
conditions, including that equal time be given on radio 
and TV, the leader of the CP, Dr Andries Treurnicht, 
said on Thursday. 


In a statement reacting to Mr de Klerk’s announcement 
of the proposed whites-only referendum, he said further 
conditions were: 
—that the question before the voters be honest and clear; 
—that voting take place on the basis of voters’ rolls in 
constituencies; 
—ihat the playing fields be equal; and 
—-that no secret funds be involved. 


Dr Treurnicht said the question could not be who would 
talk on behalf of whites at Codesa [Convention for a 
Democratic South Africa], because the CP precisc:, 
rejected Codesa’s one state for all nations. 


Further, because the National Party was multi-racial it 
did not represent the whites and could not do so after a 
referendum ai Codesa or anywhere else. 


SABC Highlights Various Reactions 


MB2002200792 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 1800 GMT 20 Feb 92 


[Text] The Conservative Party [CP] has accepted Presi- 
dent de Klerk’s challenge to take part in a referendum on 
certain conditions: 


[Begin CP chief whip, Frank Le Roux, recording] It’s 
very apparent to the Conservative Party that the Potch- 
efstroom result drove Mr. de Klerk to this decision. In 
fact I would say this decision has been made from panic. 


FBIS-AFR-92-035 
21 February 1992 


As far as the referendum, as such is concerned, we have 
no problem with that in principle provided the question 
is clear and honest. Provided the playing field is level. 
Provided that no secret funds are used to fight the 
election, and that we have equal time on television and 
radio to put our case. Also that the referendum takes 
place on a constituency basis on a voters’ roll. Further to 
our mind, it’s very clear, that the fact that the state 
president has called a referendum, is a tacit admission 
that the National Party [NP] has no mandate to carry on 
with the process of reform as they are doing. And a 
further question that J would like to ask is, | think that 
Codesa [Convention for a Democratic South Africa] 
must be.... [Le Roux changes thought] Their proceedings 
at Codesa must be held over until the referendum takes 
place, because the National Party is not at this stage 
entitled to say that it is representing the white popula- 
tion. [end recording] 


The Democratic Party leader, Dr. Zach de Beer, has 
pledged his party’s support for President de Klerk in a 
referendum, as 'ong as the question proposes full rights 
for all South Africans. 


[Begin De Beer recording] Well, this is all very dramatic. 
The Democratic Party and its predecessors can claim, if 
anybody can claim, to have stood for the same principles 
for a long time. And in any election or any referendum 
that comes, we will vote and fight, and work according to 
those principles. We must naturally, therefore, see the 
question in this referendum. If the question is satisfac- 
tory to us, we're [word indistinct] to throw our full 
weight into the referendum in order to secure the proper 
principles of government for South A-.ica. [end 
recording] 


Other reaction from Parliament: Secretary general of the 
National Party, Dr. Stoffel van der Merwe, has wel- 
comed the announcement of the referendum as an intel- 
ligent and realistic response to the NP defeat at Potch- 
efstroom. The Labor Party was criticai of the decision to 
call a referendum of white votes only. It called it an 
atrocious denial of the wishes of most South Africans, 
namely for a nonracial democracy. The National Peo- 
ple’s Party believes a whites only referendum will finally 
settle the issue of whether the NP or the CP is the true 
voice of white South Africa. And reaction from the 
Herstigte Nationale Party [Reformed National Party— 
HNP]: HNP leader, Jaap Marais, has slated the calling of 
a referendum as a trick to avoid a real test of voter 


support. 


[Begin ANC’s, African National Congress, Saki Maco- 
zoma recording} The ANC, COSATU [Congress of 
South African Trade Unions] and the SACP [South 
African Communist Party] reject the notion of racial and 
ethnic referenda, and any exercise aimed at giving whites 
a veto over the future of our country. The prerogative to 
decide on the fate of negotiations resides with all the 
people of our country. And we are convinced that the 
overwhelming majority of South Africans support a 
peaceful and a negotiated resolution of South Africa's 
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problems. A white only referendum is not only the 
hallmark of racism, but also has the effect of delaying 
movement towards peace and justice for all our people. 
We are alarmed at President de Klerk’s suggestion that 
there might be at least three referenda before a final 
constitution comes into place. [end recording] 


The Inkatha Freedom Party, Dr. Mangosuthu Buthelez), 
says he would have done the same if he'd been in 
President de Klerk’s shoes. He added that it was clear 
that there was a problem within the white electorate 
which needed to be cleared up. 


{Begin Pan-Africanist Congress, PAC, Benny Alexander 
recording} The need for a referendum whilst Codesa ts in 
progress is a clear admission by Mr. de Klerk of the 
ineffectiveness of Codesa. Mr. de Klerk’s unilateral 
calling of a referendum effectively nullifies Codesa. One 
of the fundamental objections of the PAC against the 
present regime, 1s white racist domination. Mr. de Klerk 
said in his announcement that he seeks to hold an all 
white referendum, and this clearly characterizes him and 
his party as white supremacists. [end recording] 


Boerestaat [Boer Homeland] Party leader, Robert van 
Tonder, has accused Mr. de Klerk of calling a refer- 
endum rather than an election to save himself a hiding at 
the polls. He predicted there would be an attempt to 
verneuk [cheat] voters with trick questions. His party, he 
said, wanted to hold its own referendum offering a 
choice between a free Boere Staat [Boer State] and a De 
Klerk, Slovo, New Third World South Africa of unem- 
ployment, violence, bankruptcy and AIDS. [Begin van 
Tonder recording] A referendum is not what we actually 
wanted. We want an election, because a referendum 1s 
something different. The government controls the TV 
[Television], they control the radio, they control the 
entire press. They even control the universities, and to a 
certain extent the churches. And we might say yes to a 
referendum if we get equal time in all these instances. 
Otherwise it might result that the rightwing might boy- 
cott the referendum just as they are doing now with 
Codesa. [end recording] 


CP's Beyers Proposes ‘Recipe For Peace’ 
MB2002161892 London BBC World Service in English 
ISIS GMT 20 Feb 92 


[Interview with Andries Beyers, by BBC reporter Rashid 
Meir: place, date not given—from the “Focus on Africa” 
program] 


[Text] Andries Beyers has clearly [word indistinct] today 
after his victory for the Conservative Party in South 
Africa’s Potchefstroom by-election yesterday. He beat 
the Nationalist Party candidate by over 2,000 votes, a 
swing of 20 percent away from the government and 1s 
being seen as a white vote against President de Klerk’s 
reforms. But Mr. Beyers has said that his victory marks 
a new era in South Africa. On the line Rashid Meir asked 
him what he meant by that. 
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[Begin recording} [Beyers}] We have a vision for the 
future. We have the recipe, and the only recipe for peace. 
The problem in this country now ts that a unitary state is 
a guarantee for the prevailing of violence because to 
compel the disparate nations to fight against each other 
to gain most of the power of the one government, of the 
one unitary state that Mr. de Klerk and Mr. Mandela 
envisage for South Africa, and we say the solution is the 
acknowledgement of the right of self-determination so 
that the disparate nations can work together in a confed- 
eral arrangement. a confederation of independent states, 
politically independent, economically interdependent 
and we say that is the recipe for peace, because then the 
disparate nations cun become each other's neighbors 
instead of each other's enemies. 


[Meir] But apartheid was very much built on those 
principles. The big problem here was the white commu- 
nity’s chance to control all the wealth. In this new South 
Africa that you're talking about, who will control the 
wealth? 


[Beyers] No, every nation will control the wealth within 
its own borders and we say that we will control the 
wealth in our borders and the other people will be able to 
do that in their own borders. 


{Meir} Will ("black states) also be given a gold mine to 
control? 


{Beyers}] Well if a gold mine falls into the state of one or 
the other black states they will control that gold mine, 
yes. [end recording] 


Armscor Still ‘Running’ Arms Contracts in Mideast 


MB2102121292 Johanneshure THE STAR in English 
21 Feb92 pl 


[Report by Helen Grange: “Armscor [Armaments Cor- 
poration of South Africa] Stull Has Arms Deals With 
Arab States” 


[Text] Armscor [Armaments Corporation of South 
Africa] sull has running contracts for arms supply to Abu 
Dhabi and Qatar in Arabia in the Middle East—in spite 
of the collapse of a R{rand]}!.7 billion arms contract it 
had with Saudi Arabia. a top Military correspondent 
confirmed yesterday 


Although it was reported that the U.S. government 
pressured South African government officials into drop- 
ping the massive Saudi Arabia deal, this has been 
strongly denied by the Unnted States Information Service 
in Pretoria. 


One reliable military source said it was possible the 
Saud: deal had soured duc to lack of marketing expertise 
on Armscor’s part 


According to Jane's Defence Weekly, a [South African] 
correspondent Helmoed-Romer Heitman, Abu Dhabi 
ordered 70 G6 howitzers from Armscor at about R10 
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million for each unit, while Qatar ordered about | 2 G5’s 
at about R1!.7 million for each unit. 


Qatar had however denied the deal, he said. 


Heitman said Armscor probably also had back-up deals 
involving the provision of spare parts for the guns. 


South African Press Review for 21 Feb 
MB2102134592 


{Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


White Privileges ‘Falling Away’—‘As Blacks advance, 
the special considerations that gave Whites the best jobs, 
the best education, the best standard of living and the 
biggest slice of the national cake are falling away,” warns 
the page 6 editorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in 
English on 20 February. “Armchair liberals” “are 
becoming jittery as their posh suburbs begin to change in 
character and not even the most sophisticated alarm 
systems protect them from marauding gangsters. 
Nobody ever thought that transition was going to be 
easy, but few thought it was going to be so violent or so 
frightening.” “But whatever happens, the Whites will 
have to realise that their lives of privilege are ending and 
their standard of living will never be the same as it was 
‘in the good old days’. This places tremendous responsi- 
bilities on the players in this dangerous period. They will 
have to realize that while they pursue their political 
aims, they must not, either by policy statements, eco- 
nomic threats or lack of appreciation of White fears and 
anxieties, set the stage for White resistance and the flight 
of White skills.” 


THE STAR 


Two Interpretations To President's Referendum Decision— 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 21 February in a 
page |2 editorial gives President De Klerk’s announcement 
for a white referendum two interpretations. Firstly, that he 
and his cabinet “have lost their collective nerve after tus 
NP’s [National Party] crushing defeat in Potchefstroom and 
are hastily casting about for an indication of support from 
the white community before entering into any power- 
sharing arrangement with the ANC [African National Con- 
gress} and other parties.” Secondly, “that Mr De Klerk, 
having foreseen a poor result in Potchefstroom, has moved 
with deliberate speed to wrong-foot his opponents. 
Realising that he is more likely to win a vote of confidence 
now than towards the end of the year when the economic 
situation may well be worse, and dissatisfaction within the 
white community even greater than it is now, the State 
President has decided to strike sooner rather than later.” De 
Klerk’s latest move suggests “careful planning. But the 
Strategy could rebound on him if it is perceived by the 
electorate as too transparent, or if the country is plunged 
into violence, or if there is too much bad news between now 
and polling day. The State President has taken the boldest of 
gambles. Our guess is that the odds are on his side.” 
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Referendum Announcement ‘Machiavellian’ Strategy— 
Peter Fabricius writes in the “Opinion” column on the 
same page that President De Klerk’s announcement of a 
referendum looks like a “stratagem of Machiavellian 
ingenuity.” “Despite his disclaimers, it is difficult to 
avoid the suspicion that Mr De Klerk’s motive was to rid 
himself of the sword that had been hanging over his head 
for some time—his promise to hold a white referendum 
to test any major constitutional changes.” “By calling a 
referendum now, Mr De Klerk presents the white elec- 
torate with vaguer options.” It is also likely that the state 
of the economy, of crime, and of political violence—‘‘all 
those things which helped to drive Potchefstroom voters 
into the hands of the CP [Conservative Party]}—bad as 
they are, will be better in March than at the end of 
Codesa [Convention for a Democratic South Africa] 
when the referendum was originally expected.” Fabri- 
cius contends that the decision to call the white refer- 
endum indicates a “pessimistic scenario—that white 
voter support for the NP would continue to dwindle and 
would reach a critical point when whites were confronted 
with an all-or-nothing choice between yesterday and 
tomorrow. With yesterday’s announcement, Mr De 
Klerk has probably averted that moment and tremen- 
dously boosted the chances of a successful transition.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Referendum Chance To ‘Expose’ Rightwing Decep- 
tion—Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 21 
February in a page 10 editorial says President De Klerk’s 
announcement of a referendum is “a swift, honest and 
aggressive response to the National Party’s humiliation 
in Potchefstroom. His moment of truth might be the best 
thing to happen in politics this year.” “The issue of white 
leadership must be settled.” BUSINESS DAY warns that 
the “right must not be allowed to propagate the decep- 
tion that defeat for President de Klerk will secure white 
jobs, white farms or white rule. A CP government could 
not reintroduce apartheid laws, ban the ANC, reim- 
prison Nelson Mandela or give black people nghts only 
in the homelands. It would be forced into a humiliating 
abdication by violent ungovernability, by the wrath of 
[word indistinct] world expressed through impenetrable 
sanctions and the threat of military intervention.” 
Therefore, the referendum must “reflect clearly that the 
only real choice is between violent change and relatively 
peaceful change."” BUSINESS DAY says the referendum 
iS aN Opportunity to “expose the right wing as dangerous 
deceivers,” and “those, like the ANC, who know how a 
sense of burning injustice begets violence should wel- 
come the possibility of reducing both.” 


SOWETAN 


De Klerk "Man in a Panic’—‘‘The National Party is 
obviously so rattled by the results of the Potchefstroom 
by-election that it is now calling a whites only referen- 
dum,” begins a page 10 editorial in Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 21 February. “The results are 
indeed disturbing, suggesting that De Klerk has left his 
constituency behind as he gingerly walks the road of 
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reform.” “De Klerk’s announcement yesterday went far 
beyond just leaving a sour taste. It is disturbing because 
it changed the image of De Klerk, the confident 
Statesman steering the country out of an economic and 
political mess, into that of a man in a panic. He and his 
Cabinet are shaken and this does not bode well for the 
country.” 


NEW NATION 


More Difficult for Blacks To Access Model-C Schools— 
A page |2 editorial in Johannesburg NEW NATION in 
English for 21-27 February comments on the retrench- 
ment of 4,000 white teachers and the decision to convert 
Model-B schools to Model-C schools, saying: “One won- 
dered why the Nationalists had chosen such an inauspi- 
cious week, being the week of the by-election in Potch- 
efstroom, to make an announcement that would possibly 
harm them at the polls." NEW NATION believes that by 
converting to Model-C schools the government seeks to 
“retain the principle of white schools under a different 
guise. It is clear that the intention is to give these schools 
to the white community, to pay only for the teachers 
salaries and everything beyond that to be borne by the 
community. The argument being that it 1s up to the 
community to ensure that ‘standards’ are maintained. 
The policing of the schools to guarantee white exclusivity 
thus passes to the community. In one move the govern- 
ment has thus increased the threshold and has made it 
even more difficult for children from the black commu- 
nity to have access to these schools.” 


THE WEEKLY MAIL 


Powersharing Pact Needed—Steven Friedman writes in 
his ““Worm’s Eye” column in Johannesburg THE 
WEEKLY MAIL in English for 21-27 February on page 
24, that “the difference in practice between the ANC’s 
‘unity government’ and the power-sharing model the 
Nats want built into the constitution for a few years may 
be very slight indeed. And the ANC may be stressing its 
offer right now because it wants to send a signal to its 
chief bargaining partner: that power- sharing is on, as 
long as it’s not written into the constitution.”” The ANC 
will have to share power with the Nationalists because of 
“overwhelming white control of the military, civil ser- 
vice and the economy.” But the ANC leaders “can’t sell 
to their supporters a power-sharing arrangement which ts 
written into the constitution—even if it 1s temporary.” 
“So the Nats would need a guaranteed role in govern- 
ment. Fortunately for both parties, they can get the 
guarantee without writing it into the constitution: tt 
could be writeen instead into a binding pact between the 
parties to share power for an agreed period, regardless of 
election results.” Both ANC and NP leaders might have 
a “tough job selling the pact, but “for leaders who know 
they have to share power but aren't sure how to take their 
supporters with them, it could be the only way.” 


Aim Now Is To Defeat CP in Referendum— 
Commenting on President De Klerk’s announcement of 
a referendum, the page 26 editorial points out that if De 
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Klerk wins, “the mght wing will be sidelined from 
conventional politics once and for all.” If he loses, “1 
would mean a return to repression, since there would be 
no other way of dealing with the ANC, starting a new 
cycle of violence, economic hardship and international 
isolation.” “Even those who have found fault with the 
Convention for a Democratic South Afnca as a vehicle 
to Carry us towards majority rule will have to say that a 
victory for the Conservative Party would be a disaster 
for everyone.” “All that matters now 1s that the far mght 
wing be defeated once and for all. The ANC would do 
well to say as little as possible. Complaining that its 
wishes have been overridden will help nobody. And 
anything else it could possibly say will probably only 
assist the CP.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Praise for Mandela's Leadership Role on Economic 
Issues—Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 19 
February in a page 6 editorial praises ANC President 
Nelson Mandela for the “leadership role he has at last 
begun to exert on his organisation's economic policies at 
potential cost to his popularity with the impoverished 
majority. We have previously noted in these columns a 
growing tendency on Mr Mandela's part towards prac- 
tical, market-oriented economics as opposed to nation- 
alisation and redistribution of wealth.” Yet, CAPE 
TIMES also acknowledges complaining “that the ANC 
leader neither leads nor follows on issues affecting the 
economy and would do well to avoid the folly of trying to 
please all of the people all of the time. Bravo, then that 
Mr Mandela could advise the President 100 Club 
meeting in the city on Monday [17 February] that he 
would try to persuade the ANC to ditch its nationalisa- 
tion policy, and again predicted that sanctions could be 
over in three t) six months.” 


* Pros, Tons of Instituting Wealth Tax Assessed 


924F0230A Johannesburg WORK IN PROGRESS 
in English Dec 91 pp 23-25 


[First paragraph in seperate boxed-in area. Words in 
italics, quotation marks as published] 


[Text] A few weeks ago the SUNDAY TIMES, in an odd. 
if not sinister, lapse in journalistic ethics, converted a 
one-sentence comment by an ANC [African National 
Congress] member at a conference into an ANC policy 
position. The issue was the now infamous wealth tax, 
which has since been given the currency it would not 
otherwise have had. Neva Seidman Makgetla takes a 
serious look at a tax on wealth, and finds that there may 
be something in it after all 


We now know, after the SUNDAY TIMES’s wordy 
apology, that the ANC has no firm plans for a wealth tax 
Nonetheless, at the mere suggestion, the white-onented 
press had hysterics—like an upper-class Victorian lady at 
the sight of a mouse. 
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Meanwhile, outside, ignored, lurk the real monsters of 
poverty, unemployment and oppression. 


We racked our brains to come up with a metaphor less 
set about with sexist and eurocentric overtones, but to no 
avail. The combined ability of reporters, editors and 
letter writers to repress the real issues brought only that 
image to mind. 


White Hysteria 


Like the Victorian upper class, too, the ‘mainstream’ 
press—with a few notable exceptions, including Alistair 
Sparks, Chris Gibbons and Shaun Johnson—displayed 
no visible inclination toward serious or openminded 
discussion of South Africa’s political and economic ills. 


Rather than encouraging and reporting on all possible 
suggestions for bringing about a more balanced and 
dynamic economy, most editorials used language— 
calling the putative proponents of the tax, among others. 
‘loony tuncs’ and ‘half-baked intellectuals’—all too rem- 
iniscent of South Africa’s authoritarian heritage. 


In the event, the proposed tax is hardly radical. Its major 
benefit is that, given the massive disparities in wealth, it 
could target those most easily able to pay. Its drawbacks 
thus do not include a tendency to impoverish the middle 
class. 


Contrary to the impression created by the press, the 
ANC has no great interest in creating a new population 
of homeless professionals. 


A wealth tax would have major weaknesses. Above all, it 
does not transform the economic and social relation- 
ships and technologies that currently foster extreme 
inequalities in wealth. A wealth tax merely raises reve- 
nues from the rich. It will not in itself guarantee an 
expansion in the productive assets, housing and educa- 
tion of the poorest 70 percent in society. 


If its revenues finance current consumption only, a 
wealth tax will run into the same obstacles as an income 
tax. By definition, any progressive tax seeks to impose a 
heavier burden on that class—the rich—which has a 
greater capacity for influencing or evading the law. In the 
long run, therefore, using state power solely to redis- 
tribute income tends to run out of steam. A wealth tax 
will only generate a stable equalisation of incomes if it 
accompanies the basic institutional changes required to 
establish and maintain a more equitable distribution of 
wealth. 


A Fcw Hundred White Men 


There are two interrelated causes of poverty in South 
Africa: unemployment and starvation wages. Both 
derive, in large part, from the extraordinary concenira- 
tion of wealth in a few hands. In effect, a few hundred 
white men currently own most of the economy 


In 1990, total fixed productive capital in South Africa 
was reported at around R{rands]800 billion ‘'’. In that 
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year, the forty largest private conglomerates in South 
Africa had assets worth around R570 billion’’. Com- 
mercial banks and insurance companies accounted for 
over half their assets. By themselves, the ten largest 
conglomerates owned R340 billion, or almost half the 
national productive capacity'*’. 

Each of these corporate groups had assets worth between 
R20 billion and R53 billion. In the public sector, four 
State agencies—Eskom [Electricity Supply Commission], 
the Reserve Bank, the Land Bank and Transnet—each 
had assets of over R25 billion. 


No one can argue that ‘hese leading companies achieved 
their pre-eminence solely due to economic or social 
virtue. Their assets derive from a history of conquest and 
wages that, whether judged by productivity or human 
needs, remained very ‘ow. 


Compensation of employees makes up only about half 
the national income in South Africa, leaving almost the 
same amount for business. By comparison, profits com- 
prise merely a third to a quarter of national income in 
most industrialised countries. 


Moreover, the state has not compelled companies to 
contribute to social welfare at levels comparable to, say, 
the U.S. Income taxes absorb only about a seventh of 
reported aggregate company income. By contrast, in the 
U.S., companies pay about two fifths of their aggregate 
income to the state. 


Most Whites Are Not Rich 


Not surprisingly, the distribution of personal wealth 
parallels the centralisation of productive capital. Fifteen 
years ago, a study by McGrath'*’ found that the richest 5 
percent of the entire population owned almost nine 
tenths of all persona! assets in South africa. Even within 
the white community, personal wealth was held by a few: 
a fifth of all whites owned some four fifths of white 


property. 


A more recent study'”’ suggests that only 6 percent of 
urban whites had net assets worth more than R500,000 
in 1991. Half owned net assets under R100,000, and a 
fifth, under R!0,000. By international standards, in 
other words, most whites are not mch. They own, essen- 
tially, litthe more than a house and a car: since they 
frequently buy these assets on credit, their net assets 
remain low. The average white seems rich only in 
comparison with the deprivation of most of their black 
compatriots 


«S) 


Some economists would extend the concept of wealth to 
include education, since, like capital investment, it bol- 
sters future earnings. For this conceptualisation, they 
develop the metaphor of ‘human capital.” 


Apartheid put this form of accumulation out of reach for 
most South Africans. Almost half the black population 
remains functionally illiterate. In !985, 2 percent of 
blacks had completed Standard 10, compared to 30 
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percent of whites; fewer than one in a thousand blacks 
had a university degree, compared to about one in a 
hundred for whites. 


In short, whether we look at personal or company assets, 
at physical or human capital, wealth distribution in 
South Africa remains unacceptably skewed. 


That inequality spells poverty for the majority, despite 
fairly high national productivity, ensures that market 
demand only :aadequately reflects the requirements of 
most people, and undermines competition in virtually all 
sectors of the economy. A wealth tax could help ra‘se 
revenues as a step toward overcoming these problems. 


Taxing Only the Very Wealthy 


The great disparities in ownership means that a wealth tax 
need not affect most salary earners of small-scale businesses. 
Yet it could generate significant revenues. A 3 percent tax 
assessed on the assets of the top fourth private groups would 
increase government revenues by a fifth; a similar levy on 
net personal wealth over R200,000 should increase revenues 
by almost 7 percent. Neither tax would affect the vast 
majority of the population. 


A carefully targeted wealth tax could shift the tax burden 
to profits, permitting some relief for individuals. If we 
posit, conservatively, a normal rate of return on capital 
of 15 percent’ a wealth tax of 3 percent a year would 
raise the actual tax incidence on capital for liable com- 
panies to around 40 percent. 


That figure more or less equals the real rate in the U.S. 


A tax on personal assets need worry only a small per- 
centage of the population. If it exempted, say, R200,000, 
by a rough estimate only about 10 percent of the total 
population would have to pay anything at all. At a rate of 
3 percent, only families with over R240,000 in net 
assets—about 250,000 households in all—would pay 
over R100 a month. 


If there was no punitively high tax rate, moderately 
productive companies and individuals could pay a 
wealth tax out of current income. 


A wealth tax might hinder normal accumulation, stop- 
ping the expansion or possibly even maintenance of 
assets in real terms. In itself. however, it need not 
normally compel taxpayers to sell property. 


Human Capital 


rinally, a tax could be levied on human capital. The 
obvious problem is that such a tax might discourage the 
acquisition of skills. This drawback could be overcome 
by addressing only the historic, legal differences in 
education for whites and blacks. 


The revenues could appropriately be placed in a 
revolving fund to support improved education for all 
South Africans. Such a tax would transform the excess 
paid to white families for education from a iia into a 
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grant. Recipients would then repay the grant over a 
suitable perrod—say, thirty years. The tax would thus 
apply only to people who attended schools within the 
relevant educational administrations, paid for by the 
state. It would phase itself out naturally over the thirty 
years following the establishment of an integrated school 
system. 


The amount repaid would depend, naturally. on the 
number of years of school attended, with a premium for 
more expensive university courses. Suppose, for 
instance, we take the current difference between 
spending on white and black pupils as the basis for the 
tax. The tax would then be assessed at R3,000 per year of 
primary and secondary education, payable over thirty 
years. As the average person who suffered a Christian 
National Education has completed about eight years of 
schooling, they would be liable for around R800 a year 
Altogether, the tax should initially raise at least $1.5 
billion a year. 


Unlike the other wealth taxes, a tax of this type could 
prove regressive. Everyone who completed the same 
amount of schooling would pay the same amount. 
regardless of their income. A partial remedy would be to 
tie the tax to a means test, exempting, say. people whose 
incomes remain under the Minimum Subsistence Level. 


Implications for Investment 


Four principle arguments have emerged against a wealth 
tax. They are that 1t would reduce capital formation. 
cause capital flight; discourage capital-intensive projects. 
and prove difficult or impossible to levy. All but one of 
these points turns on the impact on investments. 


Closer consideration suggests that these fears are ill- 
founded. They presuppose that companies now invest 
adequately and efficiently—a supposition which cursory 
examination proves untenable. In the last five years. 
according to official statistics, about a third of company 
income has gone for investment, compared to some two 
fifths in the early 1970s. 


Moreover, since transfer pricing reduces reported 
income by up to 20 percent’ these figures probably 
overstate the share of investment significantly. 


A wealth tax could actually foster more efficient invest- 
ment in the private sector. A corporate wealth tax levied 
only on very large groups would discourage the central- 
isation of capital. 


Conglomerates could reduce their liabilities by breaking 
up into smaller component parts. 


Similarly, a tax on personal property would deter invest- 
ment in non-productive assets. The tax could thus pro- 
mote both productive investment and a reduction 'n 
unnecessary imports. 


Finally, a democratic state could reduce the tax on 
desirable types of investment—for instance. to produce 
basic goods or exports or create employment 
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As for the threat of capital flight, 11 has become the 
Standard private-sector response to any measure 
designed to restructure the economy. In this case, that 
tured warning can only arise out of unwarranted panic or 
a very low opinion of South Africa's capitalists. 


At least from the turn of the century, most of Europe had 
a wealth tax of between 0.7 and 2.5 percent"*’. For thirty 
years, the Germans had an additional surcharge of | 
percent a year to provide loans to refugees from World 
War 2. A similar tax has now been reimposed to assist 
the eastern provinces. 


Neither tax caused noticeable capital flight. Rather, 
despite much grumbling, the vast majority of wealthy 
Germans seem to have accepted that, if they want a 
prosperous and stable society, they must compensate 
their fellow citizens impoverished through no fault of 
their own. 


In short, given the misuse of investible assets by the rich, 
most arguments against the tax seem weak at best. The 
one important question is whether and how the state, or 
whatever financial institutions it may establish, can do 
better. 


Limitations 

As a tool for restructuring the economy, the wealth tax 
does have fundamental shortcomings. Essentially, they 
reflect a single weakness: a wealth tax cannot, by itself, 
bring about the institutional arrangements required for a 
more democratic economy. The tax may raise needed 
revenues from appropriate sources, but its long-run 
success depends on the ability of the state and civil 


society to redirect investment both directly and by 
regulating markets. 


These institutional weaknesses emerge in two principle 
ways 


First, like any tax, a wealth tax would take away property 
people view as their own. Demonstrating clearly that 
revenues will improve the social and economic position 
of the country as a whole may alleviate some resistance. 
The classic path to that end is to tie tax revenues to 
purposes related to their source: taxes on companies and 
individuals to productive investment and housing, taxes 
on human capital to educational programmes. 


Nonetheless, experience shows that high taxes provoke 
high avoidance. 


Second, apartheid laws are not the sole cause of wealth 
disparities. We must also blame modern economies of 
scale. In many critical sectors—including, for instance, 
auto production and banking—it makes little sense to 
redistribute assets to small, competitive firms. Wealth 
inequalities reflect, too, the inability of South Africa's 
highly concentrated financial sector to fund small-scale 
enterprise, particularly in the black community. 


In these circumstances, we must look to other methods 
of redistributing assets. Above all, such measures involve 
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changes in the structure of ownership and management 
that would give workers and communities a greater say 
in the overall investment process. Measures to that end 
include laws promoting the establishment of worker, 
consumer and community organisations, open-book 
requirements for business and the state at least equal to 
those in Europe or the U_S.; and policies ensuring worker 
and community input into decision-making about 
investment, whether by the private sector or the state. 


In sum, a wealth tax 1s only a tax: it cannot by itself bring 
about a more democratic economy. Nonetheless, the 
proposal deserves serious consideration. We cannot 
afford to reject any potential solution to South Africa's 
social and economic problems out of hand simply 
because of a hysterical reaction from some of the more 
articulate parts of the public. 


Footnotes 


(1) Calculated from SARB, Supplement to Quarterly 
Review of Statistics, June 1991. 


(2) ‘Top Companies’ Supplement to the Financial Mail, 
26 July, 1991 pp 142-3. 


(3) In descending order: Old Mutual; Anglo American, 
SBIC, Sanlam; Nedcor, First National, Bankorp, Liberty 
Life, Volkskas; and Gencor [General Mining Union Corpo- 
ration}. Amalgamated Banks of South Afnca (Absa) was 
formed too late to get into the report. It would rank as one 
of the two or three largest conglomerates. 


(4) M.D. McGrath, Distribution of Personal Wealth in 
South Africa, Economic Research Unit, University of 
Natal, 1982. 


(5) Market Research Africa, 1990 Sociomonitor Survey, 
cited in Business Day, 23 July 1991, p 3. 


(6) A South Afncan Chamber of Business (Sacob) study 
suggests that nominal rate would be much higher, See Sacob, 
a Concept for the Development of a New Industrial Policy 
for South Africa, Johannesburg, 30 May !991. 


(7) Zavareh Rustomjee, “Capital Flight Under Apart- 
heid,’ in Transformation 15 (1991). 


(8) See C.T. Sanford, J.R.M. Willis and D.J. Ironside, An 
Annual! Wealth Tax, London: Heinemann, !975 


* Future of Small, Medium Enterprises Discussed 


924 F0299B Johannesburg ENGINEERING NEWS 
in English 13 Dec 91 pp 48, 50 


[Interview with Ben Vosloo, director of the Small Busi- 
ness Development Corporation, by Lies! Weber: 
“SME's—Our Economic Muscle of the Future’; place 
and date not given, first paragraph is ENGINEERING 
NEWS introduction} 


[Text] In the 10 years since its inception, the Small Business 
Development Corporation (SBDC) has loaned more than 
R{[rands}1-billion to over 31,000 entrepreneurs. It has also 
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established 38 hives with nearly 2,000 smal! business units, 
promoted close to 300,000 job opportunities, and assisted 
10,200 manufacturers throughout South Africa 


[Question] How successful has the SBDC been in 
launching manufacturers into business aid what have 
been the most popular manufacturing fields” 


[Answer] At present 90 percent of all enterprises in the 
manufacturing sector are SMEs (small! and medium sized 
enterprises) and 38 percent of manufacturing employ- 
ment is done by SMEs. 


Unfortunately the manufacturing sector has not been a 
very active employment creator in the last two decades 
but, the pattern 1s changing as a result of large scale 
retrenchments in the big business sector. 


Small scale manufacturers are currently increasing quite 
significantly. 


The SBDC has been an active supporter of the manufac- 
turing sector, having to date loaned R341-million to 
10,200 manufacturers. 


This represents 31 percent of the number of loans granted 
and 29 percent of the total value of granted loans 


According to our statistics the most popular manufac- 
turing field has been in textiles and wood 


This 1s followed by food and beverages, iron. steel, 
machinery and chemical products 


The iron, steel and machinery field captured the largest 
proportion of the loans (32 percent) granted by the SBDC 


Despite the key role of manufacturing, the contribution 
of the services should not be underestimated 


[Question] How competitive are the products manufac- 
tured by South Africa's small businesses and will their 
price and quality be of export standard” 


[Answer] Although exports from South Africa have been 
hampered, SMEs have developed markets in the rest of 
Africa and the Far East 


Turning short production runs and appropriate quality 
into an advantage, SME's supply diverse goods. 


Our SME’s have been competitive in both price and 
quality in international markets, as long as they focus on 
an appropriate niche and do not attempt head-on com- 
petition with giant mass producers of generic products 


It 1s clear from world-wide trends, particularly in the 
Pacific Rim countries, northern Italy, and Germany that 
SMEs have a crucial role to play in the export markets 


We have much to learn from the symbiotic relationship 
found between big and smal! businesses in the Far East 


Much of their economic muscle has been provided by the 
vast network of mini factories often operating in the role 
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of satellites feeding components to the huge production 
tracks run by the mammoth corporations. 


The SMEs are responsible for manufacturing the com- 
ponents, whilst big business assembles the whcle 
machine. 


SMEs are generally able to cope better than bigger 
businesses with innovative, special short-run products 
and urgent small quantities. 


Further, they are able to perform certain in-house func- 
tions more efficiently. 


We believe that the subcontracting principle can be 
successfully applied to the South African industry and 
have initiated the concept through our industrial hives 


We have created a specialised sub-contracting unit which 
acts aS an imtermediatory between major industrial 
groups and potential small suppliers 


We also produce special publications to encourage more 
contact between big and small business 


Considering that over 70 percent of the tenants in the 
SBDC’'s industrial hives are manufacturers, one can assume, 
in light of the interest shown by companies such as Anglo 
American, that the quality and price of their products 1s 
competitive enough to enter subcontracting deals 


South Africa 1s learning the simple formula that has been 
the root of the economic successes scored by Far East 
countries such as Taiwan and South Korea 


That is, if we want to be competitive in the export 
markets then big business must support the SME sector 


[Question] How successful is the concept of business 
hives” 


[Answer] We pioneered this concept in South Afiica to 
promote entrepreneurship, and have established 38 hives 
with nearly 2.000 small business units which provide over 
200,000m~ for small business premises 


Essentially the hives amount to cluster workshops con- 
sisting of numerous independent workshops, which can 
range in size and are grouped together under one root 


Our expenence 1s that entrepreneurial talent 1s normally 
inhibited by aspects such as access to finance. establish- 
ment costs, traiming, advice and other information and 
support services 


We provide support in all these areas 

The SBDC intends to expand the project by approving 
another five and planning a further eight which will 
provide for a further | 38 lettable units 


Recent estimates of the combined sales turnover are 
already running at more than R6/0-million a year 
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[Question] What regulations still form a legal barner to 
small business development in South Afnca and what 
reforms are you advocating 


[Answer] The climate for small business development ts 
considerably improved. 


We have both independently and in association with 
initiatives such as the Law Review Project and the 
Sunnyside Group, become an effective lobby for dereg- 
ulation and political reform 


In view of the central importance of the SME sector in 
stimulating economic growth and employment creation, 
it remains essential that the dismantling of restrictive 
legislation be continued 


Of importance in the context of the statutory environ- 
ment is the structural barriers that have led to market 
disparities where only a privileged few have seized the 
income generation business opportunities 


This has contributed to a situation where entrepreneurs 
become “entrapped” in the informa! sector, and the 
process of upward mobility 1s retarded 


The argument 1s that legislation and standards appli- 
cable to economic activities in the modern sector need to 
be scaled down to ease the process of upgrading busi- 
nesses in the informal sector to the standards required in 
the formal sector 


We are making use of the Temporary Removal of Restric- 
tions on Economic Activities Act to allow businesses within 
the hives to operate in an environment free of the red tape 
and regulatory controls that have tended to stifle budding 
entrepreneurs 


We have made further applications to extend the provi- 
sions of the Act to our remaining industrial hives 


This will create a suction that will pull informal busi- 
nesses into the industnal hives and consequently allow 
them to graduate to the formal sector 


Areas that still require liberalisation include labour 
legislation. town planning ordinances that unnecessarily 
restrict the zoning of business premises. health regula- 
tions and the operations of the agriculture control boards 
and farming co-ops 


The process of creating greater access to opportunities 
for SME's. as well as the coordination of the vanous 
reforms initiatives, wil! benefit through the appointment 
of the Ombudsman 


This function should include the evaluation of new and 
existing legislation and measure the effect thereof! on the 
SME sector, mm terms of direct and indirect costs and 
development of the sector in genera 


(Question) It 1s said that the SBDC supports more black 
than white entrepreneurs but channels two thirds of its 
funds to whites. What 1s the comment of the SBDC to 
affirmative action 
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[Answer] | vrsualise the SBDC as a post-apartheid institution 


Our continuing aim 1s to create sustainable development 
by constantly ploughing back our cash flows and profits 
into revolving new loans and property investments on 
behalf of the SME's sector 


This we do from a unique base—a development corporation 
jointly funded by the public and private sectors—75 percent 
controlled by the latter which has to balance its loans 
exposure between the high-risk informal and semi-formal! 
underdeveloped sectors and the need to invest some funds 
in the more lucrative, formal side of the business sector 


By fine-tuning our loan exposure between high and low 
risk clients, our survival and a development corporation 
is ensured by our bigger clients 


There our criteria has to b= based on the viability of our 
chents’ businesses 


We have to date received more enquires from white 
persons and. one finds that the white-owned businesses 
tend to be more viatic and make use of more advanced 
technology and therefore the loan applications are on 
average larger 


The average loan application from white-owned busi- 
nesses is in the region of R150,000 whereas the average 
black business person asks for about RS0_000 


However, our three largest clients are black and the flow 
of inquiries coming from black communities 1s 
increasing significantly 


The granting of financial services 1s only one of a number 
of developmental services that the SBDC performs 


We have been involved in affirmative action from inception 


We are the biggest commercial and industrial property 
developer in Sowth Afncan urban black areas with close 
on 800,000m-~ under roof 


Most of the 6,000 entrepreneurs [that] operate from the 
SBDC's industrial parks industrial hives. shopping cen- 
tres and market stalls are black 


Tens of thousands of black business people have 
received traiming or other professional guidance The 
SBDC iuself has become a pcpular training ground for 
developing black business skills 


We have |4 black businessmen on the SBDC board and 
there are also a significant number of people of colour on 


the six SBDC Regional Committees 


More than $0 percent of our professional staff are black 


i(Question| It was reported that the SBDC has created 
280,000 jobs at an average of R338! a job. How does 
this compare with other South Afncan developmental 
agencies" 
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[Answer] Few organisations in the world can equal the 
SBDC’s record of promoting close to 300,000 job opportu- 
nities with a total capital investment of only R758-million. 


The IDC [Independent Developmenty Committee], 
according to its 1990 financial year alone, approved a 
record R660-million for industrial financing, creating 
only around 9,400 jobs at a cost of R70,000 per job. 


Our success lies in Our structure—we are independent of 
government control; our decisions are based on eco- 
nomic merit, on whether the project is viable, whether 11 
iS potentially profitable, and whether it will create jobs. 


[Question] Could the job performed by the SBDC not be 
performed equally well by the banks? 


[Answer] The SBDC was created specifically to finance 
businesses that could not be financed by the bank. 


It does not attempt to rival existing financial institutions 
but, sees its role rather in a development sense— 
supporting SME's unable to obtain finance on the open 
market. 


Normally, in addition to financial assistance, a typical 
SBDC client requires a broad range of supporting action 
which the SBDC is able to provide. 


The SBDC’s structure 1s a partnership between the state 
and the private sector with the support of the private 
sector being dispensable, both as a source of capital and 
expertise and as a partner in joint projects. 


Government support is necessary to enable the SBDC to 
undertake essential development projects and offer finance 
where the nsks involved are disproportionately high. 


The success of this recipe is evidenced by the interest 
shown by some countries in using the SBDC as a role 
model. 


[Question] What are your pre-requisites for assisting 
entrepreneurs and how do you aid them other than by 
granting low interest loans” 


[Answer] No business 1s too small to be considered, but 
the SBDC usually prefers that it should be independent: 
have total assets of less than R15-million, be econom- 
cally viable, be under the control of someone with 
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appropriate experience, knowledge, managerial ability 
and entrepreneurship, be profit motivated; and be in 
South Africa. 


One of the SBDC's main activities 1s to provide reason- 
ably priced and suitably located premises. 


An important service compmises ingenious promotions 
and projects, promoting entrepreneurship. 


[Question] How do you promote entrepreneurs and what 
tangible proof is there that your existence has created 
businesses which would otherwise not have developed? 


[Answer] A more favourable climate for SME has been 
created; an entrepreneurship culture has been stimu- 
lated: an institutional recipe has been found for sustain- 
able SME development based on the development 
motive on the one hand and financial discipline and 
viability on the other. 


Thousands of successful entrepreneurs have been estab- 
lished to play a key role in facilitating necessary eco- 
nomic growth sn South Africa. 


[Question] Do you anticipate that a return to normality 
in the townships will foster the growth of small business? 


[Answer] It stands to reason that a return to social 
stability will have a positive effect on the growth of the 
SME's. 


We are actively involved with developing infrastructural 
facilities in the townships and setting up accessible 
branch offices. 


There SBDC runs a network of 40 branch offices and a 
very large proportion of South Afmca’s entrepreneurs 
can reach a SBDC office within an hour's car drive. 


[Question] SBDC chairman Dr. Anton Rupert called for 
the formation of a task group to address capital needs. 
Do you anticipate sufficient funding? 


[Answer] We are the only organisation of this type which 
1S a profit making institution and which pays income tax, 
close to R100-million over the past 10 years. 


We have a cash flow of R20-million a month which 
means that even if we are unable to raise further donor 
capital we could maintain financing on existing levels. 


But, in order to grow at a rate of 20 percent a year in our 
loan portfolio, we will need an additional capital injec- 
tion of about R1-billion over the next five years. 


This additional funding will enable us to create hundreds 
of thousands of new jobs. 
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Angola 


UN Representative Comments on Peace Process 


MB2102101992 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portueuese 0600 GMT 21 Feb 92 


[Excerpt] (Margaret Hunt), UN representative charged 
with supervising the Angolan peace process, has 
expressed satisfaction with the Angolan people's good 
will to implement the Bicesse Accords. Addressing the 
information media at the end of her first visit to Angola 
yesterday, she expressed concern over the tight timetable 
unt! the holding of elections, particularly delays in 
confining troops caused by logistical problems. 


{Begin Hunt recording in Spanish] | am very concerned 
with the logistical problems. This 1s a big country with 
scattered population [words indistinct] a big injection of 
resources both by the government and other interna- 
tional countries. [end recording] 


The UN representative, charged with supervising 
civilian personnel and about 700 troops and policemen 
included in bodies monitoring the Angolan peace pro- 
cess, said the United Nations 1s preparing an additional 
assistance to Angola. [passage omitted] 


‘Hundreds’ of Cuban Soldiers Secretly Return 


WB2102070S92 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 0500 GMT 21 Feb 92 


[Text] Luanda residents are alarmed and very worned 
with the secret return to Angola of hundreds and hun- 
dreds of Cuban soldiers dressed in civilian clothes, under 
the protection of the Government of the People’s 
Republic of Angola, RPA 


According to our Luanda correspondent Felix Miranda, 
the number of Cuban soldiers has alarmingly increased 
and this 1s really worrying the peaceful Luanda residents 
who know that the Popular Movement for the Liberation 
of Angola-Labor Party is capable of anything, particu- 
larly now that it has been abandoned by the people and 
power has slipped out of its hands. 


According to Felix Miranda, more Cuban soldiers are 
expected to arrive mn Angola nex! month, on the basis of a 
secret agreement between the RPA Government and 
Havana 


CCPM Examines Implementation of Peace Accord 


WBI102074992 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
f the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Airica OS00 GMT 21 Feb 92 


[Text] The Jomt Political and Miltary Commission, 
CCPM. met in Luanda yesterday to examine issues 
connected with the implementation of the Angolan 
peace accords 
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According to Dr. Jose Alberto, a member of the Poru- 
guese delegation to the CCPM, the meeting directed that 
the technica: groups charged with the demobilization of 
troops who will not be included in the future Angolan 
Army should begin its work 


On humanitarian assistance, the meeting agreed that the 
CCPM should alert international organizations to the 
need to increase supplies to confined soldiers and civil- 
1ans in drought-affected areas 


Communique Says Government Encourages Arms I raffic 
MB2102090992 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 


of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 0500 GMT 21 Feb 92 


[Press communique issued by Dr. Alicerces Valentim. infor- 
mation secretary of the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola. in Luanda on !9 February} 


[Text] The Government of the People’s Republic of 
Angola, RPA, has been encouraging arms traffickers 


1. The Information Secretariat of the National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola, UNITA, would like 
to inform the national and international communities 
that the RPA Government is promoting acts of military 
indiscipline and pure banditry when it encourages sol- 
diers involved in illegal arms trafficking to work toward 
the detriment of peace and stability in Angolan society 


2. Captain Abel Koji, so-called deserter of the UNITA’s 
Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola [FALA] in 
Luena, Moxico Province, 1s just an indisciplined element 
involved in the illegal sale of war materiel, including 
TNT explosives, to certain government circles and other 
arms traffickers. 


3. For the benefit of the Angolan people and faithful to 
its traditions, the FALA forces could not overlook these 
actions. 


4. In order to continue with his evil actions, Capt. Abel 
Koji 1s now under the protection of the RPA Govern- 
ment and his mentors. 


UNITA has used all channels to remind the RPA Gov- 
ernment of its responsibilities. Now that there is no 
longer war, anything that encourages banditry in the 
country only harms the Angolan civilians. The Angolan 
people must be protected and LU NITA 1s ready to carry 
Out its historical mission 


[Dated] Luanda, 19 February 1992 


[Signed] UNITA Information Secretary Dr. Alicerces 
Valentim 
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* Agriculture Official Describes Restructuring 
YIAFO3Z28E Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 14 Jan 92 p 3 


[Text] The forecasts of the Ministry of Agncultural and 
Rural Development for the current crop year suggest 
respectable increases in the output of grains, mamioc, 
vegetables and fruits, and cotton, among others. 


Expected improvements in farm production are related 
to the peace that has returned to the country since May 
1991. and are also attributed to the sector's recent efforts 


to reorganize. 


Enama, the National Agncultural Mechanization Enter- 
prise, one of the fundamental arms of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, 1s also going through this process of reorga- 
nization so that it can provide new answers to the 
enormous challenges involved in the national effort for 
the economic and social reconstruction of the nation. 


The director of this government enterprise, Carlos Alberto 
Jaime. spoke to us about what this reorganization involves: 
“Restructuring began with the very objective of the enter- 
p’se and it will cover all areas, so that the enterprise can 
‘May its true role in this endeavor to give back to farming its 
role as the motor for the country’s development. Beginning 
this year, we intend to form regional mechanized brigades 
that will operate throughout the country, but will focus on 
those areas where the Ministry of Agnculture can partici- 
pate in various sectors at the same time, through settlements 


of people.” 


This reorganization effort has culminated in the forma- 
tion of two regional brigades in the central and southern 
parts of the country. The first has its headquarters in 
Benguela and also covers the provinces of Huambo and 
Bie. The other covers the provinces of Huila, Kuando 
Kubango, Cunene and Namube. 


The result of the restructuring of Enama, the rural brigades 
are now being used to support the development of small 
farming using large machines to work fields of crops, and 
especially to prepare the land The brigades are als> going to 
be involved in hydraulic projects, including utilization of 
surface water by building dams and small water holes for 
animals [chimpacas]. These brigades will be working prima- 
rily in the southern part of the country, because that 1s where 
there 1s the greatest water shortage for human consumption 
and for watering cattle. 


But in all these areas, how can the peasant, as an 
individual or in a group, use Enama’s services? This 1s a 
good question, and Carlos Alberto Jaime explains how 
this can be done: “Enama is a provider of services. There 
will be no type of restrictions since providing services 1s 
our job. Moreover, peasants have always used our ser- 
vices, since up to now we have been the only enterprise 
that 1s providing mechanized farm services in a system- 
atic way. In 1987-88, a number of tractors were acquired 
and distributed to various producers, mainly in the 
provinces of Benguela, Kwanza Sul, Huila, and Mala ..ge. 
These producers who were identified on the basis of 
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programs defined by the Ministry of Agriculture were 
not, however, able to respond to all the peasants’ 
requests. This explains how important Enama’s activi- 
ties are, and primarily im preparing the ficids. We are 
going to continue providing support to the farmers in 
this area, notwithstanding any competitors who may also 
be interested in this work.” 


Readers who are familiar with this country and know 
that there was virtually no mechanized farming in recent 
years will want to know how it will work this time. The 
Enama director explained this to us: 


“Mechanization will not be done in a haphazard way. To 
avoid repeating the serous mistakes that the sector 
encountered in the past, we are now developing a 
Strategy that includes the creation of structures to ensure 
that the machines are maintained regularly. We will not 
tolerate constant shipments of machinery into rural 
areas without a guarantee that there will be effective 
technical assistance.” 


Enama’'s director blamed the premature destruction of 
machinery acquired over past years from the former 
Socialist bloc countries on the lack of technical assis- 
tance. “You cannot say that the equipment of the former 
Socialist countnes 1s bad. That is not true. What hap- 
pened 1s that they did not provide technical assistance, 
and this is what caused the equipment to have a short life 
span.” To a question as to who was buying machinery 
without guaranteeing assistance, Carlos Alberto Jaime 
answered with a curt: “That is water over the dam.” 


To leave no room for doubts regarding bis intentions, 
Enama’s director clarified: “The mechanized work being 
done nght now includes provision for maintenance.” 


“This means that with the new policy of concessionaires, 
it 18 necessary to make sure that the machinery entering 
the ccuntry has technical assistance guaranteed. As far as 
we are concerned, no machinery without guaranteed 
assistance will be allowed into the country. The next 
shipment of tractors has provision for this.” 


With technical assistance already guaranteed by the 
concessionaires of trademarks in the country, Enama is 
expecting to receive 250 American and British tractors 
during the first months of this year. “All of these tractors 
are going to arrive with a compulsory assistance kit and 
there will have a network of assistance throughout the 
country. We believe that this will restore our credibility, 
that has been somewhat affected by this.” 


Despite its financial self-sufficiency, Enama has been 
looking for pariners. “To handle the vast network of 
infrastructure that the enterprise has in the country, we 
need to have a few partners, especially tc ensure greater 
efficiency in providing technical assistance.” 


“However,” the director announcec, “we are going to 
have to reduce the network of services and transfer some 
capital to get these undertakings underway.” 
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* South African Firm To Reactivate Flour Mill 


YIAFO328F Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 15 Jan 92 p 3 


[Text] The Indum:! wheat and corn flour mill in the city 
of Huambo is going to be reactivated soon by the South 
Afncan firm Namibian Mills, an officer of that firm told 
ANGOP [ANGOLAN PRESS AGENCY). 


David Ackerman said in a report from Huambo that 
research had been done and that it would be possibile to 
restore the mill, but that the amount of money required 
to do so had not yet been determined 


Indumil [expansion not given], a factory that can process 
300 tons of corn a day, was shut down in 1985 because of 
a shortage of the primary raw materials, corn, and wheat 


With the shut-down, the firm owes its 175 workers 15 
months’ wages, amounting to 35 million new kwanzas, 
Indumil’s director, Domingos Calandula. disclosed to 
ANGOP 


The mill 1s also equipped to produce edible oi! and 
rations [racao} 


* Namibe Port Situavion Endangers Relief Effort 
024F0266C Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 


in Portuewese 5 Dec Yl p 3 


[Article »y Baptista Marta: “ Namibe Port ‘Has No Wish’ 
To Jeopardize Emergency Program”’] 


[Text] Namibe—The Commercial Port of Namibe 1s 
currently confronted with a difficult situation that could 
$00.) prevent it from receiving ships carrying merchan- 
dise for the government's emergency program, destined 
for the people in the southern region of the country, port 
director Raul Teodoro Vicente reported in this city. 


Raul Vicente said his company is concerned about the 
deterioration of the rolling and technical equipment 
essential to its op-rations, namely the loading and 
unloading of merchandise 


The Namube port director said his company had never 
benefited from an adequate annual import ceiling znd 
was having difficulty importing spare parts and cargo 
handling equipment, as well as other goods essential to 
tS activities 


Moreover, the port director commented that there had 
been a sharp rise in the traffic in palletized cargo ships, 
a form of transportation that presupposes enough fork 
lifts to operate efficiently in the holds, on the docks, and 
in the warehouses. In this regard, he added that, ndicu- 
lous aS it seems, the equipment necessary to operate 
under these conditions is limited to three fork lifts (per 
day), which brez\ down regularly 
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Raul Vicente stressed that the shortage of fork lifts leads 
to extended stays by the ships that call at the port of 
Namube. “Instead of spending a week, they are here for 
over 15 days.” 


Vicente noted that other problems resulting from the 
shortage of fork lifts include the congestion in the port 
area provoked by the lack of technical means to move 
the merchandise, creating an opportunity for thefts and 
diversions of goods. 


Returning to the shortage of fork lifts, the port director 
mentioned other problems, such as the lack of sanitation 
and cleanliness caused by the limued space in which to 
maneu® er the rolling equipment, the lack of supervision 
of personnel, the accumulation of merchandise in the 
warehouses and holding areas, and other negative con- 
sequences that are not consistent with orderly and har- 
monious Operations 


Meanwhile, the Namube port enterprise has resorted to 
leasing fork lifts from other agencies, at a cost of about 8 
millon new kwanzas a year (five times what it charges 
the ships) for this operation 


The port enterprise urgently needs to acquire a special- 
ized fork lift with enough capacity to move and organize 
containers properly 


Vicente appealed to the authorities to provide the Port of 
Namibe with rolling equipment, the lack of which has 
begun to affect the diligence and punctuality of the 
workers, breaxing the company’s rhythm of production 
Last year the company paid out more than 7 million new 
*wanzas for unproductive man hours 


The bottlenecks of the Namube port enterprise are not 
limited to the shortage of rolling means and technical 
equipment. According to the speaker, the shortage ct 
fuels and the failure of certain clients to pick up their 
merchandise from the holding area, as well as the 
shortage of adequately trained cadres, contribute to the 
poor performance of the port of Namibe 


Regarding the installed capacity and the condition of the 
cargo handling equipment, Raul Vicente said that the situ- 
ation continues to go downhill. “We are continuing to 
witness the progressive detenoration of the equipment.” 


To date, no action has been taken to deal with a situation 
that could have a major impact at all levels at a time 
when the port is expecting the arrival of about 300 
containers as part of the government's emergency plan 
for the people in the south of the country (Namuibe, 
Kuando-Kubango, and Cunene provinces) 


According to the director, the Commercial Port of 
Namibe, which was completed in 1957, has a wharf 895 
meters long, with an 840-meter pier with a depth of 
10.50 meters (34 feet, 5 inches) for sea-going ships, a 
130-meter pier with a depth of 6 meters (20 feet) for 
coastal vessels, and a 265-meter pier with a depth of 3 
meters (10 feei} for local traffic. The port also has two 
warehouses with a covered area of 7,200 square meters 
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He added that the port has three fork lifts, a tractor, and 
a container bay in operating condition. The company 
also has a 70-ton P.P.M. crane, completely ruined, ar 
operating Kato which is in need of parts, three IFA 
trucks, also damaged; two buses, both over five years old, 
to transport the workers, a damaged 2,100-hp tugboat: a 
motor launch for captains, also out of order, and a 
2,100-hp tugboat, the only one in service, which 1s in 
need of repairs 


Prospects 


The situation resulting from the condition of the equip- 
ment has substantially affected the working rhythm of 
the company. Fortunately, the company has not yet 
failed to meet the payroll of its 1,087 employees. The 
director stressed that he had already reported the com- 
pany’s situation to the government authorities of the 
province and the general directorate of ports 


Commercial traffic during the first half of this year 
amounted to 22,293 tons; the principal products handled 
were corn, dned fish and byproducts, building materials, 
marble, granite, frozen fish, and wheat, among others. 
There was a 24-percent decline in receipts in relation to 
the same period in 1990, primaniy vecause of the 
shortage of equipment for the various port operations 
(which were transferred to the port of Lobito). 


The director of the Commercial Port of Namube stressed 
that the company has been working recently to ensure 
better port security and to put a stop to the thefts that 
have been occurring. He explained that flood lights are 
being installed in some areas where they are needed most 
and fencing 1s being erected 


Projects 


Meanwhile, there are plans for the rehabilitation of the 
port of Namibe. The idea was put forward a long time 
ago and the port is now awaiting the arrival, for the 
second time, of experts from the World Bank, to identify 
the areas to be financed immediately 


Obviously, the rehabilitation of the port, if it comes 
about, will not only benefit Namibe but other provinces 
in the region, particularly in terms of the receipt of 
merchandise unloaded at the Port of Namibe 


The port director reported that some operators, particu- 
larly Secil-Mar, Portlaine, and Intertransport Centre, are 
interested in exploiting the container park, warehouses, 
and other areas 


Regarding the international public competition, opened 
last year, for the restoration of this valuable economic 
enterprise, the bidding has already been concluded and 
the specifications are now in the hands of the Office of 
Planning of the ministry and the National Directorate of 
the Merchant Marine and Ports 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 23 


* CIS Provides Hydroelectric (‘roject Equipment 
YIAFOIS1A Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 5 Jan 92 p 3 


[Text] Next Tuesday, a supply of equipment intended for 
the Capanda hydroelectric project will arrive in the port 
of Luanda 


The equipment, originating in the Commonwealth of 
Independent States [CIS] countries, includes one of the 
four turbines to be installed at the Capanda hydroelectric 
dam, the so-called stator of the number one turbine, and 
a scroll case: a mechanism that will enable the generator 
supplying po-ver to operate 


The supply includes five other parts, namely: a gantry for 
the water intake, a segmental gate, plating for the pres- 
sure conduit, a gate valve, and the principal bottom 
outlet equipment 


ANGOP [ANGOLAN PRESS AGENCY] was told by 
the director of the Mid-Kwanza River Development 
Office (GAMEK), Jose Sonnemberg, that the technicians 
who will install this equipment, of Russian origin, are 
now in Angola 


The source revealed that, predictably, the Capanda 
project, which was due to be operational by December 
1991, wall not have its work completed until] November 
1993: in other words, nearly a year later 


According to official data, the work on the project, which 
will supply power estimated at 520 mw, has entailed 
costs exceeding $1 billion. 


* Work on Capanda Hydroelectric Project Postponed 
Y2AF0371A Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 18 Jan 92 p 11 


[Text] A fire which occurred at the hydroelectric com- 
plex project in Capanda in 1989 has made it necessary to 
postpone the commissioning of the project, ioitially 
scheduled for December of this year, to November of 
1993. approximately a year later 


The fire destroyed a turbine in the drying area of the dam 
project. As a result, the work on this process had to begin 
all over again, causing a delay of about two years, the 
director general of the Middle Kwanza Development 
Office (GAMEK) has informed the ANGOP 
|[ANGOLAN PRESS AGENCY] 


Jose Sonemberg announced that equipment valued at 
$18 million and destined for the Capanda hydroelectric 
project arrived at the port of Luanda last Saturday 


This shipment of equipment, which onginated in the 
Commonwealth of Independent States (formerly USSR) 
nations, included a part for the first of the turbines to be 
installed at the hydroelectric dam in Capanda and the 
so-called turbine stator and spiral casing, the mechanism 
which will run the generator which supphies energy 
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Five other mechanisms are included in the shipment, 
which weighs about 3,000 tons. It was dispatched from 
the Commonwealth of Independent States on board the 
Russian vessel Nikolay Shvernik. 


Jose Sonemberg said that this equipment will be pre- 
mounted in the Luanda operational area of the GAMEK 
before being transported to Capanda in Malanje. 


The Capanda dam project, which is expected to supply 
520 megawatts of power per hour, has already cost about 
$850 million, according to the figures provided by Jose 
Sonemberg. The project is expected to cost $1.3 billion. 


The work initiated in 1987 is being carried out by two 
enterprises, Odebrecht, of Brazil, and the Russian Tekh- 
nopromeksport. 


Mozambique 


Renamo Attacks Kill ‘Dozens’ in Nampuia, Gaza 


MB2102115592 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 21 Feb 92 


[Text] Radio Mozambique has learned from eyewitnesses 
that dozens of people have been killled in a Mozambique 
National Resistance, Renamo, attack on Corrane, 60 km 
from Nampula city, in Nampula Province. 


Most of these people were bayonetted to death while 
trying to flee from the attack over the weekend. Other 
escapees died from exhaustion and hunger. 


An unspecified number of wounded and sick people were 
admitted to Nampula Central Hospital and the Anchilo 
Health Post. 


On Sunday [16 February] and Monday, 15,000 people 
arrived in the Nampula provincial capital fleeing from 
Corrane. 


A Catholic priest who asked to remain anonymous said 
people were killed during the attack and many houses 
looted. 


In Gaza Province, Renamo murdered 15 people and 
kidnapped 18 others when it attacked the Chipadja 
village commune in Manjacaze District last Monday. In 
the attack, Renamo also wounded 15 other people and 
burned two houses and two cashew nut trading posts. 


Renamo has been intensifying its actions against civil- 
ians in different corners of Gaza Province, particularly 
in the districts of Xai-Xai, Chibuto, and Bilene. 


Swaziland 


Former Lesotho King Arrives in Country 20 Feb 


MB2102083892 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 21 Feb 92 p 1 


|Report by Nimrod Mabuza: “Moshoeshoe II is Here”’} 
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[Text] Deposed king of Lesotho, Moshoeshoe II arrived 
in the country yesterday, via the Matsapha Airport. 


King Moshoeshoe lives in exile in Britain. It could not be 
established yesterday, what the purpose of visit was. 


The King arrived at 9am aboard the national airline 
Lijubantsendzele [pheasant], from Johannesburg. 


He was met at the airport by the Priscipal Secretary in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Philem:.n Dlamini. He was 
immediately whisked away from the airport by the police, 
some in plain clothes, to an unknown destinaiion. 


When the plane touched down at Matsapha airport, Mr. 
Diamini stood at the edge of the tarmac in front of the 
VIP lounge. 


Even as the plane's stairway was opened he did not come 
near to greet the King. He only moved a few paces closer. 


The King was, however, met by the police officers who 
directed him to his car. 


Mr. Diamini would not comment. 


Principal Secretary in the Prime Minister's office, Mr. 
Paul Shabangu declined to comment on the issue. He 
referred enquiries to Mr. Dlamini. 


King Moshoeshoe II was last in the country in September 
last year during the Umhlanga [reed dance; yearly reed 
gathering for Queen Mother's windbreak]. While in the 
country last year he met with two of his children who 
were here from Lesotho. 


Zambia 


Government Changes Policy, To Sell Relief Maize 


MB2002190292 Lusaka Zambia National Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1800 GMT 20 Feb 92 


[Text] The government has changed its policy of giving out 
relief maize freely and will from this year sell it to the public. 
Deputy Minister for Agriculture Dr. (Chiuli Kalima) told 
ZNBC [Zambia National Broadcasting Corporation] in an 
interview in Lusaka that the relief will be sold at the 
obtaining price of the maize meal of the day. 


He said the government is already subsidizing maize, 
because importing it is more expensive than when it is 
locally grown. 


Dr. (Kalima) said, following his countrywide tour, it had 
become apparent that the nation will harvest about 3.5 
million bags of maize, instead of the expected 10 million. 
He said that this meant that the 1. *‘on will have to 
import up to about 5.5 million bags to mcet the shortfall. 
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Burkina Faso 


Bureau Chairman on Possible Suspension of Forum 


AB2002144692 Ouagadougou Radiodiffusion Nationale 
du Burkina Radio in French 0630 GMT 20 Feb 92 


[Text] Yesterday turned out to be a turning point in the 
national reconciliation forum. Participants found them- 
selves confronted with a choice: to either come to an 
agreement on the compromise proposal of the provi- 
sional bureau, or to see the forum suspended. Blaise 
Compaore, president of Burkina Faso, made this clear in 
his statement, as Godffroy Bazie reports: 


[Begin recording] At the resumption of the session, the 
chairman of the provisional bureau summed up the 
contacts made, notably, his discussions with the head of 
state. The bureau chairman, Father Seraphin Rouamba, 
said President Blaise Compaore referred the participants 
to the bureau's compromise proposal, which was pre- 
sented to the forum on Sunday, 16 February. ~ ie 
proposal was on live coverage by radio of the plenary 
sessions devoted to general statements on the theme of 
the meeting, as well as reports approved at commission 
meetings, and the general report. It also stressed that 
special summaries on commission meetings should be 
presented tn French and national languages by the radio, 
television, and written press. The head of state empha- 
sized that if this proposal did not receive the approval of 
participants, he would be obliged to suspend the forum, 
even if that meant reconvening it for another date when 
organizational conditions would be better. 


The bureau called for the last time on delegates to state 
their position on the proposal. A clear majority of 
participants chose Sunday's compromise solution. Some 
participants spoke against the proposal while others 
stood for the simple and straightforward suspension of 
the forum for it to be reconvened in the best conditions. 


Father Seraphin Rouamba noted that the consensus 
needed to guide the forum had not been attained because 
a characteristic oppo .1on had emerged. The extreme 
solution therefore seemed to be a vote which was 
rejected by participants. Father Seraphin Rouamba 
made it clear that upon the resumption of discussions 
this morning. there would be no time to turn back. 


So, finally, on the ninth day of the national reconciliation 
forum, Article | 2 of the draft internal regulations has not yet 
been approved despite numerous negotiations. 


Compore Issues Decree Suspending National Forum 


4B2002211592 Ouagadougou Radiodiffusion Nationale 
du Burkina Radio in French 1300 GMT 20 Feb 92 


[Decree issued by Presiden: Blaise Compaore on the 
suspension of the National Reconciliation Forum in 
Ouagadougou on 20 February—live or recorded] 


[Text] Considering the 11 June 1991 Constitution: con- 
sidering Decree No. 910352 of 26 June 1991, reshuffiing 
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the cabinet, considering ordinance No. 7 of 7 December 
1991 on the Supreme Court's constitutional chamber; 
considering Decree No. 92017 of 4 February creating the 
National Reconciliation Forum, considering Decree No. 
92018 of 4 February, summoning the National Recon- 
ciliation Forum, and after [words indistinct} and being 
briefed on the report of the interim executive committee 
on 20 February, the president of Burkina Faso decrees: 


Article |: The National Reconciliation Forum sum- 
muned on the theme of democracy, human rights, and 
development has been suspended 


Article 2: There will be no m« 
pants as of 2! February 


quisition of partici- 


Article 3: The present decree, which takes effect the date 
of its signing, will be published according to the urgent 
procedure. 


[Signed] The head of state 
Ivory Coast 


Authorities Begin Seizing Opposition Periodical 
AB2002165092 Paris AFP in Enelish 1631 GMI 
20 Feb 92 


{Excerpts} Abidjan, Feb 20 (AFP}—Ivory © oast author- 
ities on Thursday [20 February] began seizing the latest 
issue of an opposition periodical, LE JEUNE 
DEMOCRATE (The Young Democrat). by order of the 
Interior Ministry 


The paper's publisher Ignace Dassohiri, editor Jean- 
Sylvestre Lia and deputy editor Emmanue! Kore already 
face charges of insulting the head of state and inciting 
troops to disobedience since the review was first seized 
last week. 


Thursday's issue bore the headline 
ablaze, 1s Houphouet on the run”” 


“The country 1s 


President Felix Hounhouet-Boigny has been on a private 
visit to Europe since ‘he beginning of February, during 
continuing antigovernment protests and the arrest of 
Ivory Coast's main opposition leaders. | passage omitted] 


The three journalists have pleaded guilty to the charges 
against them and asked for clemency. The public prose- 
cutor has demanded two-year jai! terms. a fine and the 
suspension of the periodical for three months 


FPI Communique Reiterates Call To Mobilize 


AB2002203592 Abidjan LA VOTE in French 
20 Feb 92 pl2 


(“Statement by the Ivorian Popular Front n the savage 
repression by the security forces in the demonstration of 
18 February} 
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[Text] On 18 February, the Ivorian Popular Front [FP1}. 
the Federation of University and High School Students 
of Ivory Coast [FESCI], the coalition of labor unions, the 
Ivorian Movement of Women Democrats [MIFED], and 
the Ivorian League of Human Rights [LIDHO] called for 
a peaceful protest march against the misleading and 
cynical statement of the head of state, commander of the 
Armed Forces, and guarantor of the republican order, in 
his refusal to punish civilian and military authorities 
responsible for the atrocities committed at the 
Yopougon University students hostel early on the 
morning of 18 May 1991. 


The march, which started at the Adjame Mayor's Office 
proceeded without incident up to the Plateau area where 
the marchers took the Roume Boulevard, in accordance 
with the itinerary jointly agreed upon with government 
authorities. It was when the procession was heading 
toward the Plateau Mayor's Office that disturbances 
broke out near the Temple of Justice. 


Many youths who had come to peacefully show their 
support for Martial Ahipeaud, secretary general of 
FESCI, who was detained at the Temple of Justice, were 
attacked by security forces. Some elements of the secu- 
rity forces deliberately threw teargas at the demonstra- 
tors, which was a signal for the security forces to throw 
more teargas. The situation then turned into total con- 
fusion and the reaction of some individuals, undoubt- 
edly infiltrated into the procession by the ruling party, 
the Democratic Party of Ivory Coast [PDCI], an expert 
in the matter, was particularly sharp 


Using the disturbances as an excuse, the security forces 
placed themselves along the procession route, on the 
Roume Boulevard, more than 600 meters away from the 
Temple of Justice, to attack FPI supporters. The ruling 
PDCI party then began to arrest many people during and 
after the march. FPI Secretary General Laurent Gbagbo 
was harassed by security forces and then arrested 
Simone Ehivet Gbagbo, his wife, was also arrested, as 
well as other members of the secretariat general, the 
central committee, and he steering committee of the 
party. FPI parliament members were also arrested along 
with Professor Rene Degni Segui, president of the 
LIDHO, Francis Wodie, first national secretary of the 
Ivorian Workers Party (PIT), and all the leaders of 
organizations and political parties present at the march. 
A journalist of the NOU VEL HORIZON group of news- 
papers, Aime Mian Kado, was also arrested right in the 
middie of coverage. Harassed by the security forces, he 
was taken away to a destination which remains 
unknown. FPI Secretary Genera! Laurent Gbhabgo’s offi- 
cial veh:cle was deliberately set ablaze by security forces, 
the very people who are supposed to protect citizens and 
their property. The vehicle 1s totally destroyed. The 
secretary general's residence, the headquarters of the 
party, were ransacked by the ubsourtous elements of the 
Rapid Intervention Force, FIRPAC 


At the time we are making this statement, more than 100 
people have been arrested and the savage search for men 
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and property continues: throwing of teargas, beating 
with truncheons, gun butts, shootings and looting of all 
sorts of property... 


In the face of this extremely serious situaiion, the FPI 
strongly condemns the ferocious repression of democrats 
by the security forces on 18 February. The violation of 
the parliamentary immunity and the so-called justifica- 
tion by “a red-handed act” cannot be accepted by 
anybody of goodwill. The FPI 1s not in the least surprised 
that the only language that the PDCI, this old and 
rapidly deliquescing party, knows 1s the language of 
arbitrary violence. 


It recalls, first of all, that the 18 February events come 
exactly two years events began which forced President 
Houphouet-Boigny and his regime to proclaim multipar- 
tyism in 1990, 


Recalls further that the security forces’ bru.al repression 
ordered by a handful of elements in the ruling party 
comes strangely enough after the highly successful sym- 
posium entitled “Integration of West African Economies 
and Democratic Challenges,” organized by the FPI and 
the Jean-Jaures Foundation from 7 to 9 February in 
Abidjan and the poor showing of the PDCI supporters’ 
“march in white” celebrating peace. 


Recalls finally, the prophetic statement of the secretary 
general in his mich and though provoking interview 
granted to the daily, LA VOIE, No. 134 of 17 February 
on page 3: “...What is happening today we knew about it 
about a month and a half or two ago. Our intelligence 
services informed us that a small group inside the PDC), 
who wants to take over power inside that party, 1s 
reported to have advised the head of state to stay away 
somewhere, thereby enabling them, as they term it, to 
“clean up Ivory Coast.“ We know exactly when this 
decision was made and who 1s behind it. These people 
are obviously not capable of winning elections and are 
panicking in the face of developments and activities 
being conducted by opposition parties, autonomous 
labor umions..... The secretary general co itinues: 
“Inside the PDC, as it 1s with the end of every reign, 
there 1s a small group who thinks that state violence 1s 
the solution... These people think that by using state 
violence for one month, they are going to frighten the 
opposition once and for all... And yet, they cannot do 
much... We see this small group coming. They are restive 
and at the right time we shall denounce them and we 
shall mention the names of these members...” 


The FPI calls on all people and democrats—even those 
of the ruling party—to bear witness to the fact that the 
PDCI has fulfilled all the conditions for drifting toward 
totalitananism im our country: the arrest of FESC! 
Secretary General Martial Ahipeaud. of the FPI Secre- 
tary General Laurent Ghagbo. the arrest of members of 
the FPI secretariat general, central committee, the 
steering committee, elected members of FPI, the presi- 
dent of LIDHO, Prof. Rene Degni Segui, the secretary 
general of MIFED., Mrs. Francoise Kadio-Morokro. the 
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first national secretary of the PIT, Prof. Francis Wodie, 
and other leaders of organizations and political parties. 
The FPI refuses to see the ongoing democratic process 
buried and refuses to accept any Algerian or Togolese 
like solution; 


The FPI, first of all, calls on all justice and freedom 
loving people to take all the measures that the stakes 
demand and get ready to be mobilized by the side of 
other progressive forces of change to fight the forces of 
obscurity and evil, to remain calm in the face of dis- 
turbing events: 


Further calls on each and every one, in his own way, to 
consciously and responsibly ensure that the democratic 
process does not go astray... 


Finally, calls on all supporters to be armed with certitude 
and to initiate actions that are in line with the party 
directives and to remain convinced that with the arrest 
of the secretary, the cause 1s far from being won and that 
the struggle continues with more determination. 


Comrade activist, Secretary General Laurent Gbagbo, 
whose fighting spirit you have always admired and 
celebrated, is watching you and inviting you to stand up 
10 save the democracy, save your country, Ivory Coast. 


issued in Abidjan on 19 February 1992 


[signed] For Secretariat General, by Abou Drahamane 
Sangare. 


National Secretary in charge of External Relations 


Ivorian Workers Party General Secretary Released 


1B2002210892 Abidjan Radio Cote d'lvoire Chaine 
Nationale-LU ne Network in French 1900 GMT 
20 Feb 92 


{Text} Francis Wodie, general secretary of the Ivorian 
Workers Party, PIT, who was held in connection with 
the 18 February violent demonstrations, was released 
this evening. Mr. Wodie, who did not take part in the 
march organized by the Ivorian Popular Front, FPI, was 
arrested for harboring criminals. He was finally released 
after being interrogated in the current investigation 


As to the other leaders of political or trade union 
organizations, including the FPI general secretary, who 
initiated the demonstration, they have been turned over 
to the legal authorities to whom they will answer for their 
actions 


Meanwhile, Zadi Zaourou, general scretary of the 
Union of Social Democrats, was received by the prime 
minister this afternoon. Mr. Zaourou did not comment 
after the meeting 
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Liberia 


Zairian Government Reopens Embassy in Monrovia 


AB2002170092 Monrovia Radio ELBC in Enelish 
0900 GMT 19 Feb 92 


[Text] The Government of Zaire has reopened its 
embassy in Monrovia with Mr. Ebes: Ekualanga as its 
charge d'affaires 


According to a Ministry of Foreign Affairs rele .¢ issued 
in Monrovia yesterday, Mr. Ekualanga 1s due to arrive in 
Monrovia shortly to be in charge of the Zaire Embassy 
activities pending the arrival of the ambassador 


Prior to his appointment as charge d affaires, Mr. Ekua- 
langa served as press secretary in charge of court affairs 
and public relations 


This brings to three the number of African embassies to 
reopen in Monrovia since the civil war. The first was 
Nigeria, followed by Egypt 


Interim Assembly Confirms 3 Presidential Nominees 


4B2002155092 Monrovia Radio ELBC in Enelish 
0900 GMT 19 Feb 92 


[Excerpt] Three presidential nominees, including the 
ambassador designate to Egypt. Dr. Brahima Kaba, have 
been confirmed by the Interim Legisiative Assembly 


Others confirmed yesterday are the commussioner for 
immiugration and naturalization, Mr. (Kanon Soko Gba- 
kor): and the deputy commissioner for administration, 
Mr. (David Bashore). [passage omitted] 


Taylor Says NPRA To Abide by Election Results 


4B2002154792 Gharnea Radio ELBC in Enelish 
1900 GMT 19 Feb 92 


[Text] President Charies Gankay Taylor has again urged 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West Afncan 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] to speed up the 
development exercises which will facilitate the process of 
disarmament and encampment 


The chief executive repeated his commitment to the 
electoral process and said the NPRA [National Patnotic 
Reconstruction Assembly] government will abide by the 
results of the pending elections. President Taylor said, 
and we quote him: We are tired of this business because 
we are fed up, noting our young people are dying in the 
bushes while politicians are finding all kinds of excuses 


The president said it 1s better to die in Monrovia as well 
if our young people continue to die in the bushes because 
of the negative attitudes of certain individuals in Mon- 
rovia. He, however, said there should be no more deaths 
because we want no more war 


28 WEST AFRICA 


NPFL Official Executed for INPFL Murder 


{B2102141892 Paris AFP in English 1058 GMT 
21 Feb 92 


[Text] Monrovia, Feb 2! (AFP)}—The director of staff of 


Charles Taylor's National Patriotic Front of Liberia 
(NPFL), Brigadier-General Sam Larto was early Frnday 
executed for murder, Radio Gbharnga reported 


Larto, who was executed in Gbharnga where Taylor's 
rebel movement has its headquarters, had been con- 
victed of killing commando Sam Massaquoi of the rival 
Independent Front (INPFL) led by Prince Johnson 


“In order to uphold fairplay, justice and equality before 
the law. Sam Larto was executed ... for the wilful and 
unlawful murder of commando Sam Massaquoi,” the 
radio said 


Larto was found guilty by a military tribunal in Gbarnga on 
charges of the murder of Massaquo: in Kakata last month 


Three witnesses, including NPFL director of police 
Anthony Kormahun, testified against the defendant, 
Stating that Larto shot and killed Massaquo: while he 
was undergoing police investigation in Kakata 


Nigeria 


Islamic Forum Statement on Algerian Situation 


182002171592 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 18 Feb 92 


[Text] The political confusion in Algerian democracy has 
been described as an attempt by the country’s authorities to 
prevent the establishment of a popular government. This 1s 
contained in a statement in Kaduna today by th~ Islamic 
Forum of Nigeria. It noted with concern the recent unrest 
and manhandling of members of the Islamic Salvation 
Front, saying this 1s unbecoming of any civilized govern- 
ment. The Forum commended the decision of the front to 
seck power through democratic process 


The Islamic Forum of Nigeria, therefore, appeals to all 
movements and people of goodwill to offer special 
pravers for the victory of the Algerian people 


Togo 


Students Disrupt University Operations 18 Feb 


182002154392 Lome Radio Lome in French 
(600 GMT 19 Feb 92 


[Text] Activities on the campus of the University of 
Benin were disrupted yesterday [18 February]. A group 
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of students, whose intentions were to disrupt university 
operations, tried to get other students to leave class. 


It 1s a Student association [words indistinct] which has 
demanded that students not collect their allowances if 
they are not paid at the new rate fixed by the sovereign 
national conference. Some other students, especially 
those from the law school, wanted to collect their allow- 
ances and subsidies. This resulted in a confrontation 
between students, several were injured. 


According to the vice chancellor, Komlavi Seddoh, some 
people, who were not students, also participated in the 
disturbances. (’Apart from) a group of men who took 
part in the disturbances, the presence of (?two drivers) 
was also noted. The drivers said the students asked them 
to join the demonstration. There was much property 
damage yesterday 


It ss smportant to call on all the students to remain calm. 
The students should be able to live together peacefully on 
the campus in their various faculties, schools, and insti- 
tutes. Despite their various leanings and ongins, while 
on campus, they nmiust consider themselves as students 
having the same concern, which 1s to benefit from a good 
education and (’work hard) under good conditions in 
order to obtain their certificates 


All the students must show their solidarity when faced 
with the difficulties of the student community. The 
campus, the best place for the acquisition of knowledge, 
must not be ("transformed into a jungle). For the mean- 
tume, it 1s time for the University of Benin to make 
efforts toward the restoration of normalcy to the campus. 


University Closed, Gatherings Banned 


4B2002175592 Paris AFP in English OS12 GMT 
20) Feb 92 


[Text] Lome. Feb 20 (AFP) —The transitional govern- 
ment in the west African state of Togo on Wednesday j2 
February] shut down the university in the capital Lome 
and banned al! campus gatherings and meetings because 
of protests over student grants. [passage omitted] 


4 cabinet statement said the closure was “provisional,” 
but ordered security forces onto the campus to “protect 
property and persons.” 


4 student committee called for an increase in grants in 
line with a decision taken by Togo’s national political 
conference, which 1s trying to work out democratic 
reforms. The approved increase has not been paid, 
however [passage omitted] 
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